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For The Sunday-School Times. 
A BRANCH. 


J. H. M. 


Often I ask this question, 
Often my heart replies : 

“Am Ia branch of the fruitful Vine 
Reaching towards the skies? 

“© 4, Tareal branchlet 
That living sap receives? 

Or only a parasite am I, 
Bearing naught but leaves?” 


Vine of the Heavenly Vineyard! 
Seed ofa Royal Root! 

Make me indeed a living branch, 
Bearing glorious fruit! 


Pour into every veinlet 
The wine of thy rich blood; 
Make every tendril cling to thee, 
Jesus, my Vine, my God! 


_>- 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


REPORT-DAY. 


$6/\LASS number four ‘has the highest 


rank for attendance, and lessons, and 
deportment.’’ So said our secretary at the 
Sunday-school concert. All the eyes in 
¢lass number four sparkled with delight. 
They smiled at each other, and then looked 


at the teacher to see if she was not proud of 


her class. 
After the lesson was recited, one boy said, 


“Teacher, weren't you proud of our re- 


port to-day ?’’ 
“Yes, I was pleased,’’ said the teacher. 


“TI was glad you deserved it, but still I felt 


gad.’ 


“Sad,” exclaimed Frank B. in surprise, 
“why, it made me feel first rate.” 


“T was sad, Frankie, for I was thinking 
how God’s report-book would look if we 


could see it. I was thinking how many 
good marks each would get if God should 
make out his account.”’ 

As the teacher thus spoke, the proud 


smile faded from those faces, and a thought- 


ful look appeared. 
“Should you like to see God’s book, 





Frankie, and see the marks he has given you 
this month ?”’ 

‘* No, teacher, I think not; I should have 
too many black marks,’ said Frankie, 
sadly. 

‘*T should like to see that account,’’ said 
Robert, earnestly. 

‘* You would like to see it, Robert? Have 
you done so well that you would expect no 
black marks ?”’ 

‘No, I should have a great many; but 
hasn’t Jesus promised to rub them all out, 
if we only ask him ?”’ 

“* Have you asked him ?”” 

‘*Yes, and he answered, ‘I will remem- 
ber thy sins no more.’ That is why I 
should not Le afraid to see God’s report.”’ 

“But is there anything in this to make 
you proud ?”’ 

‘*No, for Jesus does it all.’’ 

‘Yes, Jesus does it all. I hope each of 
you will gladly remember this when the 
great day of accounts comes, and the books 
are opened. 8. R. M. 


or or 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
HINDERERS. 


66 A= many charged him that he should 

hold his peace.’’ A very sad charge 
was this. Here was a poor blind beggar 
erying for light; the surrounding multi- 
tude are annoyed, and thoughtlessly tell 
him to hold his peace. They had no sym- 
pathy with him, and became hinderers to 
him as he was about to obtain the greatest 
of earthly blessings. 

We may be hinderers to others in a higher 
and more awful sense. Christians may 
hinder those who are coming to Christ. 
What an awful place it is to stand between 
lost souls and their Saviour! 

We may become hinderers to those who 
desire to see Jesus, by our conduct. More 
infidels, it has been remarked, are made by 
the lives of professing Christians than by 
the arguments of skeptics. Men too often 
judge of religion by the conduct of its pro- 
fessors. What a chilling influence does an 
inconsistent Christian life have upon those 
who are groping toward the light! 

We become hinderers by our want of sym- 
pathy with those who would see Jesus. 
They come to us, perhaps, longing for help, 
and instead of giving them a cheerful word, 
we send them away with bitterness in their 
hearts. They feel that no one cares for 
their souls. 

We can become hinderers in a more posi- 





tive way. By criticising the sermon, by 


speaking irreverently of God’s house, by 
dishonesty in our business transactions, by 
not being careful to observe the Sabbath 
properly ; in many ways we may be stum- 
bling blocks to others; in little ways 
scarcely noticed by us; but it is the little 
foxes that spoil the vines. Beware, O 
teacher, lest vou stand in the way, like the 
disciples, of the children coming to Jesus. 
A. H. H. 


OT 
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What My Little Boy Taught Me. 


Mines now I heard a happy voice in the 
next room, where my little boy of two- 
years-and-a-half is playing, alone. Taking 
a sly peep, I saw the clothes-basket emp- 
tied, and, rigged with sundry strings and 
cushions, turned into a mock vehicle, in 
which sat the little fellow with his doll. 
“‘T fought Ike an’ I’d take a nice wide! 
D-i-n—d-o-n! <A’ ’board! Tsoo! Tsoo! 
Here we come! Goin’ Tsarlston in ’team- 
boat, find papa!”’ 

I turned away unseen, laughing, yet 
half sighing, at the new turn which all his 
play and conversation have taken of late. 
The child’s father, who had been his 
teacher and play-fellow, left us a month 
since; anda month isa long time to little 
folks, if not to those of larger growth. So 
now, to his innocent, affectionate heart, 
everything is somehow connected with 
‘*papa,’’ and it has been a curious and use- 
ful study to watch the associations of his 
mind and to interweave for myself some 
comforting reflections upon the truth that 
all who love the Lord are but longing chil- 
dren, separated from a beloved Father. 

This absence of the head of our house- 
hold seems but temporary, and scarcely 
real. We live in the home provided by 
hiscare. Every room is full oftokens which 
call him to mind. His arm-chair still 
standsinits place. Thereseems to besome- 
thing in the family atmosphere to make it 
impossible for even one so young to forget 
him. True, we miss the dear face, the 
cheerful voice, the pleasant personal com- 
panionship, but he is, in a very near and 
precious sense, still with us. 

And has our heavenly Father utterly 
withdrawn? Are we not ina home fitted 
with every possible evidence of his tender 
interest? Do not the loving providences 
which affect even the little things of our 
every-day life, attest his constant regard for 
our welfare? The rustling leaves and rush- 
ing waters bear an under-tone, more than 
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mere sound, which, tothe inner ear, has 
some likeness to his voice. The landscape 
spread at our feet, faultless beyond any 
work of art, grew from the touch of his 
hand. He once blessed the earth with his 
presence, and lo, the mountains lift their 
heads and say, ‘To our solitudes he with- 
drew for strength;’’ the sobbing streamlet 
appeals to us to remember the sorrow with 
which he went over ‘ the brook Cedron.”’ 
Oh, blind eyes! Oh, deafears! Can it be 
that we love him, and live on in this world, 
heedless of the wonders he has wrought ? 

Hark, the post-boy’s knock! Blue-eyes 
is at the door before me, his little feet race 
all over the house to carry the good news, 
and when we gather in haste to listen toa 
“letter from papa,’ he finds it hard to 
wait until, among all that he cannot under- 
stand, there shall come some simply-worded 
message to himself. 

And yet, in so-called Christian families, 
the Bible lies on the shelf, idle, day after 
day. Can children so strangely neglect 
their Father’s Word? 

Sometimes he leaves the house of clothes- 
pins only half-built, the railroad train of 
chairs standing on the track, to climb my 
knee and listen while I ‘‘tell ’tory ’bout 
papa.’’ Andam I not always ready, though 
the pen must be laid down, or the needle 
stop its busy work? Why is it not our joy 
to speak oftener to one another of our de- 
parted Saviour? Should not ‘‘ babes in 
Christ” sing their new song to sympathiz- 
ing listeners, and those farther on the way 
cordially extend the hand of fellowship, 
crying earnestly, ‘‘Come and hear how I 
have always found help and strength and 
comfort in him on whom I have leaned for 
many years.”’ 

Last night I sought the west window, 
where the sun-set repeats its ever-changing 
glories before our eyes. It was ‘‘ papa’s’’ 
favorite window, and Blue-eyes was al- 
ready perched on a chair-back, with his 
nose flattened against the pane. 

‘“Mamma, come here! See sun-set! 
Papa say Jeju make ’ky—tell me be good 
boy.”’ 

Dear child! he had sought a place plea- 
santly associated with his father, and was 
there repeating what he had there been 
taught. Oh, let me run with swift feet to 
those places in which my Lord has been 
especially near in times past, whether it be 
the forest solitudes or the humble room set 
apart for the prayer-meeting ; and there let 
me call to mind and delight to dwell upon 
his precepts. 

While rummaging in the garret, we 
found a small picture, taken some years 
since, and quite unlike the face that our 
boy remembers. But he recognized it at 
once, kissing and showing it, and now has 
it fastened upon one of the leaves of his fa- 
vorite picture-book. So do real disciples, 
their eyes quickened by love, discern and 
cherish the partially-rendered image of the 
Master in all his saints, however lowly 
their estate. 

This morning we laughed to find him on 
the door-step, almost toppling backward, 
in his attempts to assume such a position 





as would expand his lungs, tossing his arms 
and going through certain vocal gymnas- 
tics. He has a way, too, not original with 
him, of pacing the room in the twilight 
with thoughtful face and arms crossed be- 
hind him. These are simple things, but 
they cast a light on that 

“Work of love I have to do 

For him on whom I wait.” 

They make me more careful to shape my 
life and actions like those of him who 
‘* went about doing good.”’ 

When I praised the child for good be- 
havior, he answered, ‘‘ Make papa happy;”’ 
reminding me that no amount of good 
works performed under the law can be 
sweetly acceptable to God like the smallest 
service given for Christ’s sake. 

Since this young soul caught the idea 
that his father is in the Saviour’s care, and 
that he can return the absent one to us, he 
never forgets to add to his nightly prayer, 
‘* Dear Jeju,’’ bring papa safe home.’’ 

“The church has waited long 
Her absent Lord to see.” 

Would not more faith, like that of a little 
child, hasten the glad day ?”’ 

Mothers, we need not pore over sacred 
books of poetry to discover types of Chris- 
tian graces. We may find interpretations 
of our Lord’s dealings with us in our house- 
hold intercourse, as well as in sermons. One 
line of prophecy reads, ‘‘ A little child shall 
lead them ;’’ and if we follow the uncon- 
scious guiding of infant hands, praying that 
the Spirit may quicken our understanding, 
we shall find ourselves advancing in the 
upward path. A MOTHER. 


i ol 
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The Old, Old Story. 


66 iT AM tired of newspapers, and travels, 
and novels,’’ said a young girl to her 

teacher. 

read,”’ 

‘The Bible is a good book.”’ 

‘Oh, that is so old. I do notcare to read 
always the same story. I want something 
new.’ 

“Tf you but read aright, the Scriptures 
are a mine of wealth, ever displaying new 
treasures.”’ 

‘* How can that be?’’ 

‘““An anecdote of one of Whitefield’s 
hearers will illustrate my meaning. One 
day while Whitefield was preaching on the 
heath, an old man and his wife passed 
along theroad on horseback. Attracted by 
the crowd and the minister’s voice, they 
stopped to hear ‘what the man was talk- 
ing about.’ He talked of 1800 years ago, 
and the old man said impatiently, ‘Mary, 
come along. It is only something that 


‘*Tell me of some good book to 


happened a long while ago.’ But Mary 
wished to stay alittle longer. Soon both 


were in tears and asking, ‘ What shall I do 
to be saved ?’ 

‘*On their way home theold man thought 
of his Bible, and exclaimed, ‘ Mary, doesn’t 
our old book at home say something about 
these things ?’ 

‘*They went home rejoicing, and there 












read the long neglected book—read it with 
ever increasing delight. ‘Why, Mary,’ said 
the surprised and happy husband, ‘is thig 


indeed our old book? Everything seemg © 


quite new.’ 

‘*Thus will it be with you. Thus may it 
be with all. Ifthe Spirit but interpret the 
word, and the heart receive its blessed in- 
fluence, then will the old story be ever fresh 
and new.’’ J. H. M. 





> —-_ o 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
ASK JESUS. 


66 R. H————,’’ I said to the father 

of one of my class, ‘‘ your son 
thinks he loves Jesus, as you know, and 
he told me yesterday he wished to unite 
with the church. What do you think 
about it?’ 

‘‘Well, John is a pretty good boy, as 
boys go, but I’m afraid he’s not fit to join 
the church.’’ 

“Why, Mr. H——-——-?” 

‘Oh, he is so young, for one thing.” 

‘*So young,—why he is fourteen. How 
much older persons than that did our Sa- 
viour mean, when he said, ‘Suffer 
children to come unto me?’”” * 

‘* Well, I suppose he is old enoug 
that is all, but I’m afraid he’s deceivin 
you.”’ 

‘Deceiving me; what do you mean?” 

‘“*T don’t know as he means to deceive 
you, but I don’t see as much change in him 
as I want to.” 

‘*Do you in any one?”? 

“Well, no—I don’t suppose any of us 
are as good as we ought to be.”’ 

‘*But do you see some change in John ?” 

‘* Why, yes; but then he thinks so much 
of you, and wants to please you, that I am 
sometimes afraid all he says and does is for 
your sake.’’ 

““Tsn’t he a better boy at home than he 
once was??? 

““Yes, I must say he does mind quicker 
than he used to.”’ 

‘* How about his temper ?”’ 

‘“‘T think he has got the better of that, 
considerably.’’ 

‘*Do you think he loves to read his Bible 
and come to Sunday-school ?”’ 

‘* Yes, he seems to; but, as I said before, 
I’m afraid it is to please you ; and then one 
thing troubles me, he is so lively and full 
of frolic,—loves his play and fun just as 
well as ever.’’ 

“I’m glad of it, Mr. H——-——; I think 
a Christian boy ought to be happy.”’ 

‘Well, I should be very glad to think 
John was fit to bea professor, but I’m al- 
most afraid to have him do it.”’ 

I left Mr. H—-—— with a weary heart. 
T had felt sure that John was a Christian, 
and, as he told me witha full heart the 
Sabbath before, that he wished to let every- 
body know he loved the Saviour, I had felt 
so thankful,—but now I began to feel un- 
certain. ‘‘Surely his father sees him more 
than I do,’ I thought. ‘He sees him 
at home, at work and at play. He 
ought to be a better judge than TI, too, for 
he is older.’’ I felt sorely disappointed, and 
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Satan suggested it was no use to try to 
pring the others to Christ. Then I felt I 
did not know how to direct the boy. 
“Shall I advise him not to confess Jesus ?”’ 
Isaid. ‘‘Shall I tell him [ fear he does 
not love the Saviour?’ Then the thought 
came: ‘“‘ His father does not know. Only 
Jesus knows. I will ask himif Johnisa 
Christian. I will ask him to tell me how 
to teach this would-be disciple.’’ So I car- 
ried the question to him who knows all 
things, and left it there. 

Not long after, John H————, with the 
cordial consent of his father, professed 
Christ before men. He is still a cheerful, 
happy Christian. 

And when I would lead another of my 
class to Jesus; when I would know my 
duty with respect to any other lamb who 
seeks the fuld, then have I learned to go to 
my Saviour. He knows better than cold- 
hearted Christians. 

When the path of any duty seems dark, 
May I never forget to ask Jesus. 


Ss. R. M. 
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The Darkened Windows. 


4¢7F I had been left to choose my own 

cross,’’ said a poor blind girl, ‘‘ Iam 
sure I should never have chosen this. But 
Iam glad God chose it forme. I often 
think how many temptations it keeps me 
from which I should never have known 
how to resist.”’ 

God had given himself to her in place of 
sight, and she felt it a most blessed ex- 
change. 

A poor blind boy, when dying, tolda friend 
that he regarded his blindness as one of the 
greatest mercies of his life. It had been 
the means of leading him where Christ was 
preached, and he had eagerly accepted the 
salvation offered. Then, too, in the land 
whither he was going, there would be no 
more night. What matter though he had 
been shut out from viewing the marred 
beauties of earth, when he could feast his 
eyes forever on the glories of Paradise ? 

Doubtless blind Bartimeus to-day is sing- 
ing praises still for the merciful afflictions 
which made him ery out for help to Jesus 
when he was passing by. 

Blindness is justly considered one of the 
greatest earthly ills. But there is a condi- 
tion more terrible still. It is to have the 
eyes constantly open upon scenes that awa- 
ken only terror and dismay, and to feel 
that such a condition must endure forever. 
This is the lot of those who blindly follow 
» Satan as a leader. The eyes of their souls 
Will be opened in the next world, andoh how 
fearful the revelations that will dawn upon 
them. If weshould be especially kind and 
tender in our treatment of those who al- 
ways dwell in temporal darkness, how 
much deeper should be our sympathy for 
blinded souls. How much more in earnest 
to lead them to the great Physician? 





Eo 

WE discern the growth of grace as the 
growth of plants which we perceive rather 
40 have grown than to grow.—Ames. 





EARNESTNESS. 


ELLOW-TEACHERS—Ifin earnest in 
your work, you wish to succeed in it. 
To do so, you must bring the strength of 
your intellect, the clearness of your under- 
standing, the sympathy of your affections, 
the enthusiasm of your whole soul into it. 
To influence your children for Christ—to 
have them a'l gathered into the fold of the 
Good Shepherd, is what you aim at. The 
heart is naturally so hard, the will so per- 
verse, temptations so many and so great, 
the devil so wily and so busy, that it re- 
quires the exercise of all your energies if 
you would be successful against such for- 
midable foes. There must beno trifling on 
such a battle-field. Fight as though the 
victory depended on your individual ef- 
forts. Give God all the glory. Results 
more momentous than ever sprung from 
Waterloo, Trafalgar, or Alma, are connect- 
ed with your warfare. Go, then, manfully, 
earnestly, and prayerfully to the work. 
Let every word you speak be spoken in the 
light of eternity. Some Sabbath will be the 
last; which one vou cannot tell. Soon you 
must bid your children all a long farewell ; 
how soon you know not. Then be sure 
every Sabbath to tell them of Jesus. Lead 
them gently to him; beseech them to give 
their hearts to the Saviour, and to pray 
that they may be all lambs of his flock. 
Teacher-laborer for Christ! you can chal- 
lenge the world for nobler wo:k. Be ear- 
nest, then: those heroes who storm the 
enemy’s citadel, chasing the foeman, and 
planting their country’s flag in an alien 
land, are not half so noble as you when 
you attack the citadel of evil, and try to 
expel Satan from asinner’s heart, and set 
up Christ instead. May we all have our 
love warmed by a constant gaze at Calvary, 
and our zeal increased by a daily study of 
the Master’s life, and ‘‘ whatsoever our 
hand findeth to do, may we do it with our 
might, forthe night cometh wherein noman 
can work.’”’—The Irish Presbyterian Sun- 
day-School Teacher. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
Thinking of Heaven. 


66 AVE you read ‘Gates Ajar?’”’ 
oe Yes.’? 

‘* Did you like it?” 

‘*No. If made me sad. I can never bear 
to read anything that makes me sad.”’ 

“Made you sad? Why, it made me 
glad. It always does, to read of heaven.”’ 

‘“ Tt affects me differently; always makes 
me blue and lonesome. Why does it make 
you glad ?”” 

‘““Why? Does it make me glad to hear 
about home and all the dear ones there?”’ 

“But that is different.” 

“Yes, different, because my earthly 
home is mine only for a few days. Heaven 
is my home forever, and I love to think 
about it. I love to read anything that 
makes it seem more real and home-like. 
How can it make you sad to think of hea- 
ven? Would that you could see it with my 
eyes, or better still, believe our Saviour’s 
words when he says, ‘ Eye hath not seen, 





nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things that God has 
prepared for those that love him.’”’ 

“Ah, those last words make the differ- 
ence: ‘Those that love him.’ You love 
him and I do not; that makes heaven glad 
to you, and sad to me.”’ M. 


i <> 
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Walk in the Light. 


Fehrs in the twilight, a child sat by the 
window weeping because the sun had 
gone away and left the earth in gloom. 
Then the mother told him that the sun was 
shining still, and that when again we 
turned our faces toward it the morning 
would dawn upon us, and so the sad little 
heart was comforted. 

Thus we often grieve and lament over the 
seeming departure of our Lord, forgetting 
that we have turned from him, not he from 
us; for as it is only when our planet turns 
away from the sun that night comes upgn 
us, so it is only when we turn away 
from Christ, the glorious Sun of Righteous- 
ness, that darkness enters our souls, Evil 
in the old Norse religion was represented 
by a giant, who was great and powerful 
only so long as his back was turned toward 
the sun; to face it wasto die. So it is only 
when our backs are toward the sun that we 
need fear the giant. If we walk with our 
faces toward the Light, evil shall not have 
dominion over us. M. B. 8. 


REWARDS IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL.—To 
the question of how far rewards should be 
used in the management of a Sunday-school, 
which was asked by the National Baptist, 
answers have been made by prominent 
Sabbath-school men that show a disincli- 
nation to encourage them. A few answers 
here given will show the drift of opinion: 
To the extent of encouraging real effort. 
‘‘Good behavior” is generally too much of 
a negative quality to merit positive re- 
wards.—Robert Lowry.—Far enough to 
promote honorable rivalry in which pupils 
may compete.—George A. Peliz.—Not as 
pay for good deeds done, or tobedone. Not 
with such frequency as to make a child 
expect and demand them. Especially not 
as a reward for worrying cash contribu- 
tions out of their friends.—Alfred Taylor. 
—Avoid it as far as possible. Let the re-~ 
ward be found in the power and beauty of 
the truth, the system and spirit of the 
school, the personal influence of the teacher 
and superintendent.—J. H. Vincent.—— 
We cannot ignore the principle, unless we 
would be wiser than the world. Great 
wisdom is needed in their distribution. I 
prefer, as far as I can, to have every reward 
come from the teacher. Attach the scholar 
to the teacher, rather than to the school.— 
Ralph Wells.—Sunday-school rewards 
should be rather presents than prizes. Do 
not allow a scholar to think himself re- 
warded for doing what was not properly 
his duty,—that he was hired to perform 
extra services, or paid for deeds of superero- 
gation.—H. Clay Trumbull. 
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LESSON No. 38. 
(For Sunday, September 19, 1869.) 
Blind Bartimeus. 


TEXT.—MARK 10: 42-52. 


46. And they came to Jericho: and as He went 
out of Jericho with His disciples, and a great num- 
ber. of people, Blind Bartimeus, the son of Timeus, 
sat_by the highway-side, begging. 47. And when 
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
cry out, and say, Jesus, Zhou son of David, have 
mercy onme. 48. And many charged him that He 
should hold his peace: but he cried the morea great 
deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. 
49, And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to 
be called. And they call the blind man, saying 
unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; He calleth thee. 

0. And he, casting away his garment, rose, and 
came to Jesus. 51. And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, What wilt thou that Ishould do unto 
thee? The blind man said unto Him, Lord, that I 
might receive my sight. 52. And Jesus said unto 
him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. 
And immediately he received his sight, and follow- 
ed Jesus in the way. 


PARALLELS. 
MATTHEW 20; 20-34; LuKE 18: 35-48. 


HISTORICAL CONNEXION. 


We have entered upon the last week of our Lord’s 
life. Joined by a large company of pilgrims, chiefly 
friends and disciples from Galilee and Perea, Christ 
and His Apostles are on their way from Ephraim, 
(not Perea, as in Lesson 87,) a little town north-west 
of Jerusalem, near Bethel, about a day’s journey 
from Jericho. The caravan, with all its oriental 
trappings and surroundings may readily be pic- 
tured to the mind, The stimulus of greetings with 
friends, and the more notable stimulus of a crowd 
of sympathizing followers and admirers, doubtless 
had much to do with inspiring such hopes and am- 
bitions as appear in Lesson 37, even in the face of 
the sad predictions made in the way. It is probably 
near the evening as they enter Jericho. The date 
of this event can be placed with little doubt at the 
Thursday preceding our Lord’s death. Or, if the 
narrative is divided, on the morning of Friday. 





EXPOSITION. 


Verse 46. They came to JerichoitN. B. The 
geography of Jericho will be given in the next Les- 
son]—The following apparent discrepancies as to 
the number of persons cured, and the location of 
the miracle, appear in the narratives of the Evan- 
gelists: 


MATTHEW. Two men. Leaving Jericho. 
LUKE. One man, Entering Jericho, 
MARK. One man. Leaving Jericho. 


Thus Mark agrees with Luke as to the number 
cured, and with Matthew as to the location of the 
miracle. How account fur these differences? 
1. Trench adopts Bengel’s view, viz.: “That one 
{blind man] cried to Jesus,as He drew near the 
city, but that He did not cure him then, but on the 
morrow, at His going out of the city, cured him, to- 
gether with the other, to whom, in the meanwhile, 
he had joined himself—the Evangelist relating by 
prolepsis [anticipation], as is socommon with all 
historians, the whole of the event where he first 
introduces it, rather than by cutting it into two 
halves, preserve accuracy, yet lose the total effect, 
which the whole narrative, related at a breath, 
would possess.”” 2, Alford says: ‘‘He must be in- 
deed a slave to the letter, who would stumble at 
such discrepancies, and not rather see in them the 
corroborating coincidence of testimonies to the 
fact itself.” So, also, Olshausen: “Their very diffe- 
rences on such immaterial points showthe genuine 
historical character of the gospels. . . . Their agree- 
ment in every little trait would have been the 
surest means of awakening suspicion.” Lange 


(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
office of the District Court of the United States for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.] 





adopts the former (Bengel’s) view, further conjec- 
turing that Christ ‘‘made His exit by the same 
gate through which he entered.”’ This conjecture 
is strengthened by the topography of the city, as 
the entrance gate from Ephraim on the north-west, 
might also be the exit gate to Jerusalen on the 
south-west. [See Osborn’s Map.] Oosterzee (on Luke 
in the Lange commentaries) prefers the latter 
(Olshausen’s) view. 3. Of American commentators 
Owen (which is also the view of Barnes) says, on 
Luke 18: 35: ‘‘ We would render was come nigh unto 
Jericho (as the original Greek permits), by when He 
was nigh unto Jericho, i. e., as He was leaving the 
city.” This brings the Evangelists together as to 
the location of the miracle. As tothe seeming dis- 
crepancy in the number, he says: “It is removed 
on the same principle of interpretation which was 
applied to the demoniacs of Gadara,’’ Matthew 8: 
28; i. e., the mention of one person only, who, by 
some peculiarity had associated his case more close- 
ly in the disciples’ minds with the incident, does 
not at all contradict the fact that there was another 
but less noteworthy cure. Blind Bar-timeus—Bar 
is Syriac for son. As Bartimeus became a disciple, 
he was doubtless well known among the friends of 
Jesus. But the old prefix, Blind, adhered to him, a 
not unpleasant reminder of his great deliverance. 
By the highway-side—Near the city gate, a good lo- 
cation for a beggar. 


47. When he heard—Luke says that hearing the 
multitude pass by, he asked what it meant; a natu- 
ralcuriosityinablindman. Jesusof Nazareth—His 
informers do not seem to have been among the 
number of decided disciples, or they would have 
added to this title. He began to cry out—He had 
heard of Jesus before, and knew that He had open- 
ed the eyes of the blind. Hecould not see Jesus; 
he knew not in what part of the procession He 
might be; he cried out at a venture, believing that 
when Jesus did approach, his voice would be heard. 
So let the sin-darkened soul at least make a begin- 
ning of prayer. “Venture on Him.” Jesus, son of 
David—this was the ordinary title of the Messiah; 
to the multitude whe apparently were following in 
the train of the Saviour, He was only “ Jesus of 
Nazareth ;’’ to the heart of this way-side beggar He 
was the Divine Messiah. How much better the blind 
saw than the seeing! How much more truly did he 
follow who sat by the wayside, than they who 
walked inthe way! Itis not strange that the blind 
man should be first to remember the words 
of the blessed Book which bore the only hope 
to him for earthly vision, Isaiah 35:5; 45:7. How 
often, as he sat in darkness, must he have thought 
of these words, and prayed for the coming Mes- 
siah! It was a sure conclusion: This Jesus—this 
Opener of blind eyes—this is tue promised son of 
David! Have mercy on me—Kyrie Eleison! He had 
now a new reason, nay, the strongest reason for 
desiring his sight—that he might see the Messiah 
Jesus! 

48. And many—Of those in the van of the proces- 
sion, Luke says. Not one—two—but many; as 
though they cried out, with one mind and voice: 
“Hold your peace!” It was no gentle charge, but 
a rude rebuke, such as an elated crowd gives to one 
who displeases it. It is not said, and it is not likely 
(as some expositors assume,) that the Apostles had 
any part in this rudeness. The multitude did not 
understand; and then, they were pressing on to 
Jerusalem with visions of Judzean independence 
and the restored kingdom of Israel before them— 
why should a blind beggar stop them; or annoy 
the Prophet; or disturb the proprieties of that fes- 
tal occasion by his piteous clamors? How truly 
this illustrates the fact that those who often 
seem to be the advance guard of the Christian host, 
represent least truly the heart of Christ! How 
many, in promoting the noisy pageantry of Chris- 
tian work, neglect, nay, silence,ethe pitiful cry of 
the solitary poor! But he cried the more—Their noise 
threatened to drown his voice, and he must cry 
louder now to be heard. “This is my only chance; 
the Master Himself may soon draw near; He will 
not rebuff me.” Here was genuine faithin Christ’s 
love. And so, above the tramp of the crowd, still 
passing all this time, above the clamor of tongues, 
and the harsh tones ef those who bade him hold his 
peace, rose all the louder, and all the oftener the 
Kyrie Eleison: Son of David, have mercy! 

49. And Jesus stood stili—Ah! that cry has entered 
the right ears at last. His eyes could not reach 





Jesus, but his voice did. ‘“ What power has the 
prayer of believers! There prayed Joshua, and the 
sun in the heavens stood still. Now JEsus, the Sun 
of Righteousness, which in mid-course was soon to 
descend, also stood here still.”—Bogaizky in Ooster. 
zee. Jesus does not reason like the multitude; for 
to Him, what were the proprieties and order of g 
grand festal entrance, to the piteous cry of a sug. 
ferer, and the opportunity to give relief! Blesseq 
Jesus, whose thoughts are not as our thoughts, 
Commanded him to be called—Teacher, here ig thy 
mission—at the command of Jesus to call darkened 
souls to Himself, who is the light of the world, The 
people would stop now, and gather around to see 
the issue. He who a moment before was the centre 
of scornful rebuke, is now the centre o1 respectful 
interest. Whata change the evident favor of the 
dear Jesus often makes in our relations to others, 
They call the blind man—Doubtless some of the 
Apostles, for they show in their words 1nore of the 
spirit of Jesus. Saying unto him—Sweet saying, not 
in the letter, but in the spirit, of the command, Be 
of good comfort—Cheer up! It may be the poor 
man’s face began to express fear, lest he should be 
left unnoticed and unhealed. The Christian teacher 
often needs to make a heartsome cheer up! the 
key-note of his discourse. Rise—So may the teacher 
say: Rise—for I will lead you; rise—out of your 
sins, for you cannot thus reach Jesus; rise—Hg 
ealleth you, not we, who only act for Him; rise— 
the crowd have rebuked and hindered, but He 
calleth; rise—a nobler, a joyful position, for your 
salvation is nigh! 

50. And he, casting away his garment—The outer 
garment, his cloak by day, his covering by night, 
So must the soul cast off all that hinders its free 
approach to Jesus.—Philippians 3: 7. He rose and 
came to Jesus—So the Prodigal rose and came 
to his father. So you, dear soul, must rise, and 
tome in faith and love to Jesus. Now, at last, he 
stands mute before the Messiah, waiting for the 
first sound of that voice which is to speak life to his 
Sightless balls. 

51. What wilt ihou that Ishou'd do unto you ?—Oh, 
how He loves to hear us utter our requests! The 
people thought it a sorry thing to hear that plain- 
tive cry, and would have silenced it, but it was 
sweet enough tothe Saviour’s ear to lead Him to 
ask its repetition. Christ knew well enough what 
he wanted, but thse blind man’s request was a tes- 
timony before bystanders to his sightless condi- 
tion. Besides, this was a test of his faith; the cry 
for “‘mercy,” was a general request, just such as 
that used in begging, and Jesus would have Barti- 
meus plainly express his faith in His power to cure 
him. 

52. Jesus said unto him—Matthew records that he 
had compassion, and touched the eyes; Luke, that 
He also said: Receive thy sight. Go thy way—Not 
to beg now; no, his way hereafter was Christ’s 
way. Thy faith hath made thee whole—Because it 
brought Christ, whose power healed. He had in- 
deed shown great faith, (1) by recognizing at once 
Christ’s Messianic character; (2) by crying to Him 
immediately, upon the first and most general in- 
formation; (3) by disregarding all opposition in the 
firm trust in Christ’s pity, and crying on; (4) by 
rising straightway and coming to Christ; (5) tosum 
up all, by his unshaken belief that Jesus could and 
would save him. And such faith, impenitent one, 
will make thee, also, whole. Immediately—Christ’s 


saving work is done quickly. Would that Christian ; 


workers would learn to look for Christ’s power 
immediately in the salvation of the children, And 
followed Jesus in the way—Joining the triumphal en- 
trance into Jericho. Luke says that he “followed 
Him, in glorifying God; and all the people, when 
they saw it, gave praise to God.” The same men 
who a moment before cried, ‘Hold thy peace!” 
now could not hold their own peace. Andthe Kyrie 
Eleison of Blind Bartimeus gives way to his own 
Doxology, and the Hallelujah’s of the people. Oh, 
Lord, when shall people give glory to Thee for my 
salvation? Jesus of Nazareth, pass by, pass by! 
Son of David, have mercy! “Thousands have 
read this simple and touching story, as a truthful 
history of their own sad spiritual blindness, and 
its removal through the abounding grace of Jesus 
Christ.’”,—Owen. 


ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS. 


[4@~ Designed, in chief, to aid teachers in study - 
ing the Lesson, and for use in teachers’ mectings.] 
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Historical Connexion.—What period of our Lord’s 
life is now entered upon? Whence was Jesus com- 
ing?—John 11: 54. Whither going? Who joined 
Him in the plain of Jericho? What was the cha- 
racter and appearance of the procession? What 
the probable date of thisevent?..... What dis- 
crepancies appear in the narratives of the three 
Evangelists? What is the (1) explanation of Ben- 
gel, Trench, Lange and others? (2) of Olshausen, 
Alford and Oosterzee? (8) of Owen (J. J.) and 
Barnes? Meaning of Bar? How did this man’s 
name chance to be preserved? Why seated at the 
highway-side?....47. In what did Bartimeus’s 
cure have its beginning? Were his informants 
disciples? What led him to cry out at once? 
Whom did he take Jesus to be? How had he come 
to this opinion? see [saiah 35: 5, 45: 7. What fact 
would have especially impressed those texts upon 
his mind? What new reason had he now for wish- 
meg SIGHt? 2... 48, Where, and who were those 
who bade Bartimeus keep still? Why did they do 
this? Wherein did these men misrepresent Christ? 
What reasons had Bartimeus for crying the more? 
What encouragement? What parable teaches the 
same lesson as this conduct ?—Luke 18: 1-14. ...... 
49. Why did Jesus stop? What lesson here for my 
class? Who were probably sent to call Bartimeus? 
Why? What lesson here for myself? Why did the 
Apostles bid him cheer up? What good ground 
for comfort had he? What is the best possible rea- 
son for cheerfulness to the sinner? Have you that? 
What reason did they give why he should rise? 
Have you that reason for repentance? ....... 
50. Why cast away his cloak? What lesson here 
for the soul seeking Jesus? How is the soul to come 
to Jesus? and when?..... 51. Why did Jesus 
ask, What wilt thou? ....... What additional 
particulars do Matthew and Luke here give? In 
what sense does faith save the soul? Wherein had 
Bartimeus shown his faith? How long does it take 
Christ to save a child’s soul? How did his cure 
effect Bartimeus? and how effect the people? How 
does my salvation, through faith in Christ, glorify 
God? 


BLACKBOARD. 


ANALYSIS FOR REVIEW OF LESSON. 





1, Christ’s -oming. 






2. Bartimeus’s -ry. 


3. People’s -ensure. 
4, Bartimeus’s 


5. Christ’s 


-ontinuance. 


-all, 






6. Apostles’ -om fort. 
7. Bartimeus’s 


8. Christ’s 


-oming. 
-ure. 


9. Bartimeus’s -onsecration, 











Golden Text.—'*Be of good comfort; rise; HE 


calleth thee !”’ 
SONG-ROLL. 
BLIND BARTIMEUS. 
Newton. 8s 7s. 


“Mercy, oh, Thou son of David,” 
Thus blind Bartimeus prayed ; 
“Others by Thy word are sav-ed; 
Now to me afford Thine aid !’’ 
Many for his crying chid him, 
But he called the louder still, 
Till the gracious Saviour bid him: 
Come, and ask Me what you will. 


Money was not what he wanted, 
Though by begging used to live; 
But he asked, and Jesus granted, 
Alms which none but He could give. 
“Lord, remove this grievous blindness, 
Let mine eyes behold the day!” 
Straight he saw, and won by kindness, 
Followed Jesus in the way. 


Oh, methinks I hear him praising, 
Publishing to all around, 











“Friends, is not my case amazing ? 
What a Saviour I have found! 

Oh, that all the blind but knew Him, 
And would be advised by me, 

Surely they would hasten to Him, 
He would cause them all to see.” 
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HOW TO TEACH HISTORY. 
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Sacred Journeys—IX. 


Abraham’s journey with Isaac—No past trials will 
exempt us from future ones—Isaac’s absolute 
submission—Likenesses to our Saviour. 


NE of the most instructive journeys, as 

well as one of the most interesting, as 
traced upon the map, may be found in that 
journey which Abraham took with Isaac to 
Moriah. But, first, Why did people make 
offerings? Ah! this is an important question. 
God commanded it, no doubt, but why? Be- 
cause God wished all the people to think of 
his own great offering, namely, Jesus, which 
was to take place, many, many years to come, 
and thus every day or week, when they made 
offerings, they were to think of the great day 
when God’s wondrous offering of Jesus should 
be made; as well as call to mind the fact that 
we need every day an offering for sin, and 
that life alone could bea sufficient offering. 
So they offered up lambs and goats and larger 
offerings. This, all the people expected to do. 
Abraham and Isaac expected it. Now while 
Abraham and Isaac, with Sarah, were living 
at Beer-sheba, away off here [point to the 
far-off southern city], on the outskirt of the 
Holy Land, living in great comfort and peace, 
—when Isaac had become old enough to show 
himself a boy of the most amiable disposition 
—the greatest comfort to his aged parents— 
when Abraham and Sarah felt that they had 
passed through a long life, and probably one 
of no further trials—when they felt very strong 
in the faith, that now Isaac was to live and be, 
as was promised, the great man in coming 
years—just at this time—there came a private 
message from God, only to Abraham; proba- 
bly neither Sarah nor Isaac, nor any one else 
than Abraham, heard of it. And what was 
the message [read Genesis 22: 2] to Abraham? 
These words meant just this, ‘‘Take Isaac 
away from his mother forty-two miles, off up 
here [Jerusalem], and there, in the woods, all 
alone, kill him, and burn what is left of him, 
and then come back and tell Sarah that I com- 
manded it, as an offering to me.” I know 
this is not written, as many other things are 
not written, but this is what Abraham thought 
of it. 

At any rate, Abraham started very early in 
the morning, having prepared all the wood, 
and laid it upon the beast, and probably upon 
one or both of the servants. Here they began 
the journey [Beer-sheba], and along these rug- 
ged hills [see route to Hebron], they passed to 
this town [Hebron], and I suppose while 
Isaac’s father was passing through the town, 
the little traveller wondered whether his fa- 
ther would stop here altogether, for they had 
already come twenty miles, and, perhaps, as 
this was half way, they stopped here over 
night. Isaac little thought, as he looked up 
to the top of the hill on the East, just here 
[cave of Machpelah], that he should be buried 
here, and certainly Abraham did not think so. 
Early the next morning they passed along 
here [trace road to near Bethlehem], and at 














the second sun-set they stopped near this 
place [Jebel Fureidis], and camped out all 
night, as we would say, for there were no vil- 
lages around there then. Now, on the next 
morning (it would be the ‘‘ third day’’), Abra- 
ham pointed toward this place [Jerusalem] ; 
remember, there was no city Jerusalem then— 
perhaps there might have been a few persons 
near there, but no city. I suppose they must 
have been very near the place, when Isaac 
thought: Why, father has no lamb to offer 
with this sword which Iam carrying. Poor 
Isaac! he little thought how like the 
Lamb of God he was himself—and when the 
sad truth became known to him, I suppose 
Isaac never made the least objection, but, 
like Jesus, ‘‘he opened not his mouth; he 
had been taught that God’s word was final, 
and never to be opposed. And I suppose 
Isaac never forgot that wonderful voice of 
God, calling to his father to spare him, and to 
offer in his stead the ram caught in the thicket. 

Now, I want you to count all the likenesses 
between Isaacand Jesus, our Saviour, the only 
son of God, offered for us, and let us see how 
many we can find, 

——_____— <» + 

ADDRESSING SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. — The 
subject is one of the mostvital. Much may 
be accomplished for the improvement of 
our schools by a few words spoken to teach- 
ers and children, ina proper manner. But 
it is to be regretted thatso very few persons 
know how to address a school. Even 
preachers of varied knowledge are fre- 
quently at fault here. They are strong ad- 
vocates of this most blessed work. They 
visit schools, and, as a matter of course, 
they are called upon to address them. They 
do it willingly, but often their high sound- 
ing language is incomprehensible to the 
juvenile mind, as well as to the teachers. 
Hence their talk does but very little good, 
if any at all. What is the use of saying 
“betwixt”? when you mean ‘ between ?’’ 
or ‘‘ donate,’’ when you mean ‘‘give?”” We 
should never forget that we are addressing 
children, that we must make ourselves plain 
to them, and that to doso we must speak 
in simple, plain Anglo-Saxon. 

Some time ago, one very hot Sunday af- 
ternoon, I went to my school, called it to 
order, and invited my friend and fellow 
teacher, Mr. M., to lead the singing, which 
he gladly did with success. After that I 
offered a short, extemporaneous prayer to 
the throne of grace. After our devotions — 
were over, [ read four or six verses of Serip- 
ture, with a short comment upon it. After 
which I questioned the children on the 
same. In the midst of this interesting ex- 
ercise, I saw the minister of the gospel ap- 
proaching the school-house, and in due 
time enter and take aseat. So I cut my 
instructions short, expecting him to deliver 
an interesting address. Afterour exercises 
were over, he stepped upon the platform 
and spoke to the children for some time, 
using such words as ‘‘comprehension,’’ 
‘‘abomination,”’ and other long and out-of- 
the-way words, of which they knew little 
or nothing. In fact it was more of a ser- 


mon than an address for children. It only 
broke the interest of our lessons. Such ad- 
dresses are almost worthless. Addresses 


should be neither too brief nor too long; 
pointed, interesting, simple, childlike, and 
every word full of life and love, and all to 
the end that those who hear may be won 
to the blessed Saviour. Ww. 8s. 
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A Blind Beggar. 


66 og poor ye have with you always.” 

Such is our Lord’s declaration, and 
one incidental object of that arrangement 
of Providence is that God’s people may 
always have opportunities for alms-giving. 
Thus far the prediction has been literally 
verified. In no ageof the church, in no 
part of the world, has that class been want- 
ing, known as ‘the poor,’’—not simply 
those in straightened circumstances, but 
such as are actually dependent upon charity 
for bread. It isasad lot for any human 
being, and it ought to awaken in us greater 
sympathy and compassion than it usually 
does. The existence among us of a class of 
professional beggars necessarily tends to 
blunt our sensibilities and to harden our 
hearts to the wants of the deserving poor. 
We do well to resist this hardening influ- 
ence, and to recall to our minds occasionally 
the sad fact that there are around us, al- 
ways, everywhere, those who without any 
fault of theirs, without any fault at least 
that we are called to avenge, are suffering 
for the common necessaries of life,—food, 
clothing and shelter—and who have no 
immediate means of obtaining these neces- 
saries but by soliciting charity. 

‘“*To beg Iam ashamed.”’ Yet the alter- 
native often is to beg or to starve, and the 
pangs of hunger may bring even a proud 
and sensitive soul to the humiliation of 
beggary. There may possibly be some 
reader of these lines, who in childhood, 
through the improvidence of parents, or 
through other causes beyond his control, 
has been early called to look extreme po- 
verty in the face, and has known by actual 
experience what it is to want for bread! 
But even without this sorrowful experi- 
ence, if we will occasionally give the mat- 
ter a little sober thought, we may see suffi- 
ciently what a sad lot it is to be a beggar, 
to be obliged by actual want toask for alms, 
or even to receive it. But to bea blind 
beggar! Blindness itself would seem to be 








calamity enough. But blindness coupled 
with abject poverty,—what words can ex- 
press the sorrowfulness of the condition ? 

Such a pitiable object sat by the way-side, 
as Jesus came out from Jericho on his last 
and final journey to Jerusalem. Unlike 
any of his previous travels, the journey of 
Jesus on this occasion was a sort of trium- 
phal progress, to be crowned at its close 
with enthusiastic hosannas. The continued 
succession of miracles had wrought in the 
minds of those attendant upon his ministry 
the growing conviction which had just 
found incidental expression in the petition 
of Salome and her sons, namely, that he 
was about to enter upon his kingdom and 
glory. The vague hints about that myste- 
rious baptism of blood through which he 
was to pass to his reward only increased 
the reverential and affectionate awe with 
which he began to be regarded. As he 
came out from Jericho, therefore, a throng 
of admiring disciples attended his progress, 
and they were much displeased with the 
rude noise of this clamorous beggar, telling 
him to ‘‘hold his peace.’?’ But urged by 
the dreadful necessities of his case, and em- 
boldened by what he had heard of the 
kindness of heart of this mysterious healer 
of diseases, the blind beggar was only the 
louder and more persistent in his cries, un- 
til at last they reached the ears of Jesus. 

It was not an alms that Bartimeus asked. 
That could be had of any stranger. When 
summoned to the presence of Jesus, and 
asked the object of his suit, the beggar 
with passionate fervor exclaims, ‘ Lord, 
that I might receive my SIGHT!’ It was 
the cry of faith, as well as of importunate 
desire. The form of his address shows this. 
It was, throughout, ‘‘ Jesus, thou son of 
David f’ *‘ Jesus, thou son of David!” and 
our Lord expressly says to him, ‘Thy 
faith hath saved thee.’? Some who were 
healed by Jesus believed merely in his power 
to heal. But Bartimeus evidently was one 
who from what he had heard of Jesus re- 
cognized in him the expected Messiah. 
His faith was one that not only secured for 
him the temporal benefit, but forthwith 
made him a disciple and follower of the 
Saviour. ‘‘Immediately he received his 
sight, and followed Jesus in the way.” 

The lessons to be derived from this beau- 
tiful narrative are many and obvious. It 
will be’sufficient for our present purpose to 
enumerate a few of them. 

1. Let us imitate in our measure the ex- 
ample of the Master in regard to way-side 
Professional beggary no where 


beggars. 
flourishes as it does in the East, and the 











throng about Jesus doubtless had ample 
reasons for thinking that this noisy fellow 
ought to besilenced. Yet they were mis- 
taken. His wasacase of real and unde- 
served suffering. It may be soin some of 
the cases which we pass contemptuously by 
in our daily walks. We have not the su- 
pernatural knowledge of Jesus, enabling us 
to know, as he did, by unerring intuition, 
whether a claimant for alms is a deserving 
man oranimpostor. But by inquiry and 
examination we way ascertain the fact 
with a reasonable certainty, and we owe 
it to our humanity and to our religion 
to follow Jesus in this, and not to shut our 
ears always to the cry of distress because it 
comes from a way-side beggar. 

2. Let us imitate the example of Barti- 
meus in seeking from Jesus the blessings 
which we need for our own souls. We, too, 
are poor and blind. Our wants are vastly 
greater and more pressing than were the 
temporal wants of that poor blind man of 
Jericho. Let us not be withheld from seek- 
ing relief by any undue fear of breaking in 
upon conventional propriety. Bartimeus 
did not stop to ask whether his tattered 
garments were fit to be seen amid the goodly 
company who were thronging about Jesus, 
or whether his clamorous outcries would 
not interrupt the conversation. His was 
an urgent case. Jesus might never again 
be within the reach of his voice. It was 
now or never with the man. It is the case 
of every one that is truly awakened to the 
condition of his soul a3 asinner against 
God. There are seasons when Jesus is near. 
He is passing by, and multitudes throng 
about him. Let us not fear of offending 
him by our importunity. Let us press into 
his presence, as if life or death depended 
upon the issue. The more our fear or our 
shame tells us to hold our peace, the more 
let our cry be, ‘‘ Jesus, thou son of David, 
have mercy on me!’’ The kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force. There is something of this 
soul-agony, this strong crying and wrest- 
ling, this resolute, persistent importunity 
that will take no denial, in the experience 
of almost every Christian. 

3. For nothing should we cry more un- 
ceasingly, more importunately, than for 
light. ‘‘Lord, that I might receive my 
sight!’ expresses a want as common as the 
prayer for daily bread. Above all do they 
need to utter this petition who as parents 
or teachers are responsible for the guidance 
of others. Forif the blind lead the blind, 
both shall fall into the ditch. If we would 
either follow Jesus in the way, or help 
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others to do it, we need from him the gift 
of sight as much as did that blind beggar 
of Jericho. 


<r 2 


ONE OF THE DIFFICULTIES.—Many good 
Sunday-school teachers complain of the dif- 
ficulty in making the children talk. They 
say : ‘‘ Our scholars are willing to learn the 
lesson, and seem to be interested, but they 
will not talk with us aboutit. They are 
not willing to say what they think. The 
truth does not therefore make so much im- 
pression upon them, when they merely sit 
and hear what we have to say.”’ 


So long as it is a fact that we cannot de- 
pend upon the home co-operation that 
would secure a lively interest, we must 
work at a disadvantage in having to rouse 
the enthusiasm that we ought to find ready 
foruse. My suggestion is that we begin by 
explaining, carefully, the connection be- 
tween the lesson of the day, and the one 
preceding it. It is easier to revive an inte- 
rest than to excite it. 


Ionce took a class fora friend whom I 
was visiting. There were half-a-dozen girls 
averaging about ten years of age. They 
knew their lesson tolerably well, but could 
with difficulty be roused to any interest in 
it. ‘I don’t know,’’ was their answer to 
nearly every question, and the utmost effort 
only produced aslight change, to the very 
close of the hour, when the chance of draw- 
ing them out was over. 


I did not feel that I had accomplished 
anything, and was with difficulty persuad- 
ed to try once more. On the next Sabbath 
the girls looked ‘‘non-committal,” as usual, 
and my heart sank within me. Thinking 
I would cut off their favorite answer, fora 
while, at least, I began to tell them of the 
connection between the present lesson and 
the one of last Sabbath, and was pleased to 
see their faces brighten over it. Then I 
tried a question, so simple that they would 
be ashamed to say, ‘‘I don’t know.” I 
asked all to answer together, which they 
did. Then came another question, a little 
harder, and, before they knew it, they were 
all talking, each eager to answer soonest, 
discussing the lesson with animation, ad- 
vancing different opinions, and thinking 
for themselves, in a style that would have 
astonished them greatly, had they stopped 
to think about it. I know we all enjoyed 
the hour, and I hope they remembered it 
afterward. 

Thinking over the two Sundays, I saw 
the use of the dull lesson, which had seem- 
ed so entirely lost. It was needed for the 
other to hang upon. If it had not been for 
that, the children would not have roused 
to interest on the second day, till it was 
hearly time for us to part, and would have 
carried away no impression deep enough to 
Temain with them through the week. 

This little illustration may serve to show 
how much of the service, that seems to us 
unblessed, has its place and use, none the 
less important that we do not see it at the 
time, in the work of the Master, whom we 
serve, EK. E. N. 


Sunday-School Operatics. 


(The subject of Sunday-School Entertainments 
has often been discussed in these columns, The 
article below, by the Rev. Alfred Taylor, which 
we take from the September number of The 
Sunday-School Journal, is a merited rebuke. Noris 
it mere “‘ beating the air.” The same number that 
contains it has the ‘“ programme” of ‘A Dancing 
Sunday-School,” which, 7he Journal says, is “‘al- 
most as abominable as St. Albans,” and it does not 
wonder that Mr. Beecher makes the “ fling” he does 
in hissermon before the cadetsat West Point, when 
he says, “life and all occupations in life are so 
many meansof grace; Sunday-schools are a means 
of grace, but among the poorest of them,’’—if he 
has such specimens in his mind. Here is the pro- 
gramme: 


FIRST ANNUAL FESTIVAL 
OF 
ST. JAMES’S EPISCOPAL (BROOKLYN, L. I.) 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL, TuEspDAy, June 1, 1869, 
From 4to 11 P. M. 





PROGRAMME OF EXERCISES 
FoR THE CHILDREN OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
Commencing at half-past five. 
1. Quadrille. 8. Polka. 
2, Promenade. 4, Lanciers. 
5. Promenade. 





PROGRAMME OF EXERCISES 
For ADULTS, 
Commencing at 4 o’clock. 
6. Galop. 
7. Caledonians. 
8 Schottische. 
9, Promenade, 
10. Quadrille, 


1. Quadrille. 
2. Polka, 
3. Promenade, 
4, Lanciers. 
5. Galop. 
HoME, SWEET HoME. 
Refreshment Room for Adults not open before 7 o'clock. 
Mr. Taylor’s article follows :—Ep, 8.8. T.] 


W #8 wants to goto the opera? Many 
a Christian professor has often longed 
in his heart to go, but dared not. Come, 
Christian brother, and bring your children, 
for the way is opened. Have we not an 
opera in connection with the Sunday- 
school? We need not incur the odium of 
going to the theatre. It is a semi-religious 
opera as to its surroundings. It is called 
an operetta, which means, a little opera; 
a little opera for little people, and operated 
by little people who are being taught the 
way of life. The diminutiveness of the 
thing wceuld seem to be put forth as an effort 
to counteract its objectionable features. For 
forty cents admission is to be had, subject 
to a further charge of twenty cents for a re- 
served seat. Whether or not all the seats 
that are worth sitting on are ‘ reserved,’’ 
after the manner in which the world’s 
people do it at their operas, is not stated; 
for that we must consult the diagram of the 
hall, which can be seen at the place where 
the tickets are sold. 

The operetta is ‘‘ Leila,’’ and is ‘‘rendered 
by about one hundred ladies, misses, and 
children, with orchestral accompaniment, 
under the auspices of the Sunday- 
school,” no matter, for the present, exactly 
where. The libretto gives the names of the 
principal performers, but says nothing 
about prayer at the beginning or benedic- 
tion at the close. 


‘‘ Leila’ appears to be a string of the weak- 
est kind of stuff. The jokes of the poorest 
band of strolling minstrels are hardly more 
destitute of good sense. The instruction 
which it conveys is about some mountain 











an exceedingly shabby beggar woman and 
herchildren. Leila is a little girl who tries 
to induce the beggar family to stay and 
make themselves at home, while the other 
girls try to make them go away by singing 
at them theinquisitive song, ‘‘ Now whoare 
ye with wretched mien?” which they fol- 
low up by singing, ‘‘ Away, away, to other 
scenes!’ None but extraordinary children 
are in the habit of thus addressing this im- 
pecunious class of our population. Most 
children would tell them to ‘get out!” 
The operetta, which, by the way, has as 
many ‘‘ heads’ as an old-fashioned sermon, 
flounders on its way, until, at ‘‘ tenthly,”’ 
the mountainous children and the beggar 
family go, hand in hand, to the table to get 
lemonade and other refreshments. At ele- 
venthly we find the heroine of the play, all 
of a sudden, lost in the woods. Sitting on 
a log, she sings a weak song. She does not 
know how to get out of the woods, and so 
she concludes to pray to the angels. She 
prays, and a party of fairies appears. She 
supposes them to be the angels to whom 
she had been praying, and sings to them to 
that effect. They sing back to her that 
they are not angels at all, but fairies, and 
they continue, in sixteenthly, saying that 
they have a stock of both diamonds and 
rubies, which no well-regulated fairies are 
supposed to be without. The queen of the 
fairies is specially urgent to have Leila go 
to their den, or wherever it is that they live, 
butshe politely refuses. In twenty-seventhly 
it turns out, of course, that the fairies are 
the beggar folks who, in disguise, visited 
the picnic party earlier in theday. A jew- 
eled crown, which the beggarly fairies for- 
tunately had with them, is conveniently 
placed on Leila’s head, and with some such 
moral as ‘' Virtue is its own reward,’ or 
not quite so good a one, the closing song of 
‘*Long live Leila!” is sung. The curtain 
falls, and the silly spectacle comes to anend. 
Leila probably reflects, as she goes home, 
that ‘‘uneasy lies the head that wears a 
crown,’”’ and lays the tin hoop, studded 
with white and red bits of glass, aside be- 
fore retiring. The bespangled children 

who bewitchingly ‘‘ rendered” this foolish 
operetta go home so weary that most of 
them tumble into their beds without saying 
their prayers. 

Good people, beware! Listen to a word 

of remonstrance, kindly, but earnestly ‘ut- 

tered, against all such foolishness. 

The Sunday-school teacher’s office is one 
of the most responsible in the world. We 

have no right to trifle with our children. 

If we want cash to carry on our schools we 

had better beg it, or borrow it, or raise it in 

almost any way short of stealing it, than 

teach our children to want to go to the 

theatre. Admit that this performance is 

not a theatre, that the performers are not 

persons of vicious lives, and that there is 

no whiskey-shop opened in connection with 

the place of exhibition: all that may be 

true, and yet you are giving your children 

an appetite for theatricals, and a general 

invitation toattendthem. Your first essay 

in this weak sort of theatricals will lead 





children at a picnic, who are interrupted by 


every thinking boy that sees it to long for 
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something alittle better ; and soon you find 
him quietly slipping off at night to see real 
theatrical performances. The boundary 
line is indistinct between one kind of per- 
formance and another. Soon you find the 
boys of your class sitting through whole 
sessions of the indecencies of Niblo’s or of 
the French Theatre, greedily devouring 
lessons of moral filthiness which your 
teaching will hardly eradicate. 

O brother! faithful teacher! exert your 
influence on the side of purity and decency. 
The power of the theatre is already too 
great and too wide spread. Keep it out of 
the school and the family if you can. There 
are plenty of ways to interest our children 
that are better, pleasanter, and more in- 
structive. Take your children, and lead 
them kindly, not to the playhouses, but to 
Christ. Entertain them and keep them 
happy, but let your chief joy be to lead 
them in the ways of holiness. 


+ <>» « 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 





[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 


The National Baptist Sunday-School Con= 
vention Programme.—The following is the in- 
teresting programme laid out for the approach- 
ing National Convention of Baptist Sunday- 
Schools in the United States, to be held at St. 
Louis, November 2d, 3d, and 4th: 

William Phelps, of New York, President of 
the Society, will preside at the opening, on 
Tuesday afternoon, when exercises of welcome 
will be in order, under the direction of the 
Local Committee. The topic, ‘‘Our Aims,’ 
will then be considered, in two divisions: 1. 
As Sunday-school workers, by Rev. Frank M. 
Ellis, of Kansas; 2. In this Institute, by Rev. 
C. H. Ryland, of Virginia. The evening ses- 
sion will be conducted by D. L. Shouse, of 
Missouri; the topic, ‘‘ Early Conversion of 
Children.”” George Dana Boardman, D. D., of 
Pennsylvania, will give a sermon, and Dr. 
Curry, of Virginia, and B. F. Jacobs, of Ili- 
nois, addresses. 

Wednesday morning’s session, second day, 
will be conducted by W. H. Sutton, of New 
Jersey, and after devotions, the topic of ‘‘ Re- 
lations of the Sunday-School’”’ will be con- 
sidered—1. To the family ; 2. To the church; 3. 
To the community—by Rev. Dr. Anderson, 
New York; Rev. Dr. Henson, Pennsylvania; 
and Rev. J. F. Elder, New Jersey, respectively. 
The remaining time of the session will be 
given up toa free five-minute discussion on 
the second and third topics. 

Wednesday afternoon will be devoted to the 
subject of ‘“‘Sunday-School Extension,’’—1. 
Church schools, by Basil Manly, D. D., of South 
Carolina; 2. Mission schools, by E. D. Jones, 
of Missouri; 3. Organization, Statistics, and 
Progress, by Rev. James B. Simmons, of New 
York—to be followed by a discussion, as in 
the morning. Rev. A. T. Spalding, of Ken- 
tucky, will conduct this session. 

The evening of Wednesday will be given up 
to meetings by sections—Section 1, Of Pastors 
and Officers, to be conducted by Rev. George 
A. Peltz, Pennsylvania; Section 2, Of Teachers 
of Adult and Juvenile Classes, by Rev. Robert 
Lowry, Pennsylvania; Section 3, Of Teachers 
of Infant and Primary Classes, by Dr. C. R. 
Blackall, of Illinois. 








The morning of Thursday, the third and last 
day, will be devoted to hearing reports from 
the Sections, offering of resolutions, and inci- 
dental business. George F. Davis, of Ohio, is 
to be conductor. 

The afternoon session will be led by J. R. 
Osgood, of Indiana. The topic will be, ‘‘Im- 
provement of the Sunday-School,” in 1. The 
Singing, by Rev. Edward G. Taylor, Illinois; 
2. Doctrinal Training, by M. G. Hodge, D. D., 
Wisconsin; 3. Literature, by William Hague, 
D. D., Massachusetts. To be followed by dis- 
cussion, 

The last session of all, on Thursday evening, 
November 4th, will be led by H. Thane Miller, 
of Ohio, It will be ‘‘ A Sociable and Festival,” 
arranged by the Local Committee. 

The sessions are to be opened by devotional 
exercises, with a special subject of prayer in 
each, bearing upon the matter to be specially 
considered. The musicof the Convention will 
be under the charge of Theodore E. Perkins, 
of New York, and W. Howard Doane, of Ohio, 
as Musical Directors. 

The General Committee are: Rev. George 
A. Peltz, Pa., Chairman; J. H. Castle, D. D., 
Pa., Secretary; B. Griffith, D. D., Pa., Rev. 
George C. Connor, Ga., Rev. Robert Lowry, 
Pa., C. R. Blackall, M. D., Ill., Rev. C. C. Bit- 
ting, Va. E. D. Jones is Chairman, and E. H. 
B. Jameson, Secretary, of the Local Committee. 





Minnesota.—Since the Convention lately held 
at Winona, the State Central Committee has 
addressed a circular to the Sabbath-school 
workers, in which the following earnest words 
are used in reference to organization, and the 
work of County Secretaries: 


Organized effort is needed all over the State 
to multiply, enlarge, and increase the power 
ofSunday-schools. Organization and mutual 
co-operation are necessary to lay out and divide 
up the work, and then to secure individual 
pledges for specific labor. 'To be sure we may 
each one of us toil on in our own separate way, 
but the result will be that some fields will be 
trampled by too many feet for the good of the 
seed, and others will be left unsown,—we will 
follow each other, cross each other’s tracks, 
jostle each other, mar each other’s plans, and 
perhaps beget misunderstandings and jealou- 
sies which can be avoided by an intelligent ap- 
prehension of and co-operation in the work. 
The work is one, and the field is large, and 
since each one of us cannot possibly go over all 
the land, it is better so tosystematize our ope- 
rations that all sections may be reached and 
none overworked. Then again, by mutual 
pledges we awaken our own activities, take 
upon ourselves responsibilities, and receive 
and give new courage in, and greater know- 
ledge of, our work. 

The selection of County Secretaries has been 
one of the most difficult, perplexing, and deli- 
cate of our duties. Without such personal ac- 
quaintanee with co-laborers throughout the 
State as would enable us personally to pick our 
men, we have been obliged in many instances 
to rely entirely upon the judgment of others 
in making selections. Frequently the ones we 
wanted have refused to act, and a second or 
even third choice was necessary. It would be 
too much for us or you to expect that in all 
eases just the right man or woman has been 
appointed, but we thank God that we can bear 
witness to their general fidelity and efficiency. 
These County Secretaries are our correspon- 
dents,—the voluntary agents of the Associa- 
tion to carry down its plans and wishes to the 








schools and neighborhoods, distribute circu- 
lars and blanks, collect statistics, and as far ag 
possible, by general visitation, or through the 
co-operation of the officers or agents of County 
Associations, wherever formed, to awaken the 
interest and zeal of Christian men and women 
in the Sabbath-school work and give it practi- 
cal direction. We bespeak for them a hearty 
co-operation in their labors, hoping that in all 
instances it will be felt that your Central Com- 
mittee have in their appointments tried to do 
the best thing for the cause, and that therefore 
for the sake of the cause, all personal prefer- 
ences shall be forgotten and all possible aid 
shall be given to the furtherance of one com- 
mon object. A poor secretary, well sustained 
by the helping hands of those who love the 
Master for himself, and the laborer for his 
work, will do something, and once appointed, 
will necessarily be the medium through which 
our State work in his locality will be carried 
on. 

A State superintendent, George W. Prescott, 
is continued in office, with the special work of 
assisting in holding County Conventions and 
Institutes, organizing bands for local work, to 
gather teachers and friends into union meet- 
ings for a better acquaintance with each other, 
and for consultation upon the best way to labor 
in their own schools, assist the weak schools, 
and establish and sustain them when teachers 
and managers must be supplied from abroad. 
The State is also subdivided into seven sec- 
tions, for the purposes of correspondence and 
personal supervision, with a member of the 
Central Committee over each section. Ten 
counties come under the jurisdiction of each 
subdivision. 





A Good Way to Do It.—A correspondent of 
a daily paper, writing from Boston, says:— 
‘Matthew Baldwin established more churches 
in Philadelphia, for the New School Presbyte- 
rians, in ten years, than have been gathered 
of the Congregational Orthodox societies in all 
Boston, with Roxbury and Dorchester now 
added, in the last twenty years. What was his 
plan? He would say to a minister, ‘ There,’ 
pointing to some particular part of the city, 
‘is a field for labor; go there and work; open 
a Sabbath-school, and preach the gospel; I 
will foot your bills, and build you a chapel or 
church, as the case may require.’ This was 
what he said to the Rev. E. E. Adams, D. D., 
when he commenced the North Broad Street 
ehurch, Philadelphia, now one of the strongest 
in that city. The same was said to several 
other ministers. They went to the field, and 
the result has been seven or eight strong 
churches.”’ 





Obituary.—Jesse Higgins, of Odessa, Dela- 
ware, for many years a Sunday-school super- 
intendent and warm supporter of Sunday- 
school interests, died a few days since at Salt 
Springs, West Virginia, whither he had gone 
to regain his health. He was in attendance 
upon the National Sunday-School Convention 
at Newark. D. B. H. 





Canada.—Sixth Provincial Sabbath-School 
Convention.—This Convention will be held at 
Belleville, Ontario, on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday, October 12th, 18th, and 14th, 
1869. Particulars of the programme will be 
given next week. 





Northern New York District.—The North- 
ern District Sunday-School Convention will be 
held at Watertown, in October. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








The National Convention.—All of those 
who subscribed, in advance of publication, 
forthe Phonographic Report of the late Con- 
vention, were duly notified as soon as it 
was ready for distribution. As far as heard 
from, they have been supplied. The op- 
portunity is now afforded for any one to 
get this valuable Document, on the terms 
mentioned in our advertising columns 
this week. This Report is acknowledged 
on all sides to be the most interesting, prac- 
tical, and stimulating work of the kind 
ever issued. It is full of just the material 
that the earnest teacher and worker wants. 
It is also a valuable manual of current Sun- 
day-school history, and is a standard in this 
respect for the cause in this country. As 
such it should be in the hands of all 
our active Sunday-school workers. The 
Report is furnished at so low a price as to 
bring it within the reach of nearly every 
one. A very handsomely bound edition 
has just been prepared, with bevelled boards 
and red edges; and this should find its way, 
asa ‘‘help,’’ into the teachers’ library in 
all our Sunday-schools. 

Life of St. Paul.—So much interest has 
been manifested in Conybeare & Howson’s 
“ Life, Times, and Travels of St. Paul,”’ 
that it is meeting with an extensive sale. 
Knowing it to be a very valuable work, we 
determined to use it as a Premium, and 
thus place it within reach of every reader 
of Te Times without a moniedoutlay. For 
information in regard to the number of 
subscribers required to secure a copy, con- 
sult our List of Premiums for 1870, which 
will be sent to any one on application. 


me 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


“BETTER THAN RUBIES.’’* 


BY EMMA F. R. CAMPBELL. 








CHAPTER XXXI. 
WORK AND CONSECRATION, 


BOUT a mile from the centre of the village, 
a large factory had recently been erected, 
and a number of poor families from the city, 
attracted by the offer of employment, had set- 
tled round it, in tenements owned by the pro- 
prietor. Efforts had been made to gather the 
children of this section in the Cloverhill Sun- 
day-school, but the distance and other difficul- 
ties prevented anything like satisfactory suc- 
cess, 
This led Mr. Clayton to propose to establish 
a mission-school in the locality; and, after 
presenting the object to the teachers and urg- 
ing its claims upon them as laborers in the 
Lord’s vineyard, he called for volunteers to 
enlistin the good work. Five teachers cheer- 
fully responded, to which number Mr. Leslie, 
after some consideration, added his name. 
Mabel and Grace were deeply interested in the 
Subject, and eagerly asked Miss Leigh if they 





*Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
ofthe District Court of the United States for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 








would be thought too young to be teachers in 
the newschool. She replied she was sure they 
could be useful in some way, if their parents 
did not object. 

Thus encouraged, they did not rest until 
they had each gained consent to enlist in the 
work, and none of their fellow laborers were 
more enthusiastic in the cause or more sure of 
success. It was the one absorbing topic of 
their thought and conversation all the week 
intervening; and mounted on their ponies, 
attended by a faithful groom, they trotted 
over the hills to survey the scene of their fu- 
ture labors and engage scholars for the open- 
ing on the coming Sabbath. It would have 
been amusing to older and more experienced 
heads to have listened to their plans and spe 
culations, as to what sort of scholars would be 
given them to teach, whether they would be 
boys or girls, bright or dull, and what they 
should teach them. 

The eventful Sabbath came—a bright, balmy 
June morning. Mr. Leslie’s carryall was 
early in readiness to take the teachers to the 
place of meeting, for which, as there was no 
suitable building near, a beautiful chestnut 
grove had been selected. As the band of 
workers approached, they saw a dozen or more 
children scattered about under the trees, with 
here and there a man or woman sitting 
dreamily on the grass in the shade. 

Thealighting of the party, however, was the 
signal for a general dispersion, and not until 
the books and papers were displayed and a 
few spirited hymns sung, did they overcome 
the shyness of these neglected ones and suc- 
ceed in gathering them together. Mr. Clay- 
ton’s pleasant manner and simple words, as 
he explained why and what they had come to 
teach them, and told the sweet story of the 
cross, soon won their attention and gained a 
unanimous promise of regular attendance. It 
was not thought best to divide the children 
into classes that day, so Mabel and Grace could 
only look at the curious little faces, and select 
in their own minds those they would like best 
for scholars. But they helped much in the 
singing, and their bright smiles and childish 
interest in them were very winning to these 
humble children of the woods. 

It was a good beginning, and as they rode 
away from the spot, and, looking back, saw 
the little ones still lingering together to study 
and admire the pictures in the papers which 
had been distributed, all felt satisfied that the 
hour had not been spent in vain. 

At Mr. Clayton’s request, but not without 
much hesitation, Mr. Leslie accepted the office 
of superintendent of the new school, and like 
everything else he engaged in, devoted to it 
his best energies. He was a novice in the 
work, but what he lacked in experience was 
made up by his earnestness and prayerful de- 
pendence on the Great Teacher for assistance. 
He was happy to have his little daughter at his 
side, a loving helpmeet in all his endeavors to 
work for Jesus, and Mabel was equally de- 
lighted to have her father share so fully her 
bright hopes and growing desires for useful- 
ness. 

A few Sabbaths later, and father and daugh- 
ter stood together at the altar of consecration, 
in the.presence of the people, taking upon 
themselves the vow of discipleship, henceforth 
to be no more their own, but his who had 
given his life for their salvation. It was a 
touching scene, and the young pastor’s voice 
trembled with deep feeling as he welcomed 
them to the fellowship of the church of God, 
and to the feast in loving remembrance ofa 








crucified Redeemer, Thecongregation looked 
on with breathless interest, and it was easy to 
imagine the angelic throng—one young face 
brighter than the rest—bending low, with 
hushed harpstrings, to catch the whispered 
vow, ‘I will.” 

This was a step to which Mabel had long 
looked forward. Grace and anumber of her 
young companions had taken it months before, 
and she longed to be united with them in the 
profession of her faith. But not until very 
lately had she hoped for her father’s consent, 
much less for his accompanying presence and 
hearty union with her in the solemn act. Her 
heart was more than happy when at last they 
were both openly committed to the cause of 
Christ, pledged to the service of the same Mas- 
ter, one in faith and purpose, one in aspiration 
and love! Now they could sing together, 


“Oh worldly pomp and glory, 
Your charms are spread in vain! 
I’ve heard a sweeter story, 
I’ve found a truer gain. 
Where Christ a place prepareth, 
There is my last abode; 
There shall I gaze on Jesus, 
There shall I dwell with God!” 


Their home was no longer prayerless. Morn- 
ing and evening the sacrifice of praise and 
supplication ascended from the household 
altar, and the atmosphere was pervaded with 
the sweet fragrance of heavenly incense. 

Mrs. Leslie, though she did not yet express 
any personal interest in religious matters, was 
subdued and silently acquiescent in the new 
order of things. Bereavement had given her 
new views of life, and had taken away her 
relish for worldly pleasure, while her con- 
tinued feebleness could not but suggest the 
importance of a preparation for a future state. 
She was present at the consecration scene, and 
felt keenly the separation from her husband 
and child in their hopes and privileges. All 
these influences acted powerfully upon her 
mind and heart, and with the added impulses 
of the Holy Spirit given in answer to prayer, 
were calculated to draw her gradually away 
from the earthly attractions which had so long 
enchained her, to higher and more enduring 
joys. 

Thus Mabel was quietly fulfilling her home 
mission. Not that she was transformed by 
her early piety into a premature woman, with 
a serious face and grave demeanor, presuming 
to teach those older than herself; she was as 
much a child as ever, lovingly subject to her 
parents’ will, enjoying the society and sports 
of those of her own age, often betrayed by her 
natural impulsiveness into acts of impatience 
and folly, but all the while carrying about 
with her the precious treasure of a steadfast 
hope and trust in Jesus, which added bright- 
ness to her eye and gladness to her step, and 
by its simple outworkings of active usefulness, 
was at once alesson anda blessing toall around 
her. 

She was highly favored, too, in the guides 
and helpers God had given her; perhaps her 
growth in grace would have been less steady 
but for her pastor’s and teacher’s continued 
interest and instructions, Mr. Clayton did 
not consider his work for the little ones ended 
when they were once brought within the fold; 
he felt it his duty and privilege still to watch 
and nourish them tenderly, with a true shep- 
herd’s care, lest they should be tempted to 
wander again, or in their weakness stumble 
against some rock of offence. He held special 
meetings for the young members of his church, 
and by direct, practical instruction sought to 
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build them up in the faith, and encourage them 
to walk steadfastly on in their pilgrim way. 
And he was rewarded in his labors by seeing 
them growing up into carnest, intelligent 
Christians—a band of able and faithful fellow 
laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. 

If there were more such pastors, would there 
not be more faith in the constancy of carly 
piety, fewer instances of wandering among 
the precious lambs of the flock ? 








BOOKS. 


Tre Mrxor PropHEtTS; With Notes, Critical, 
Explanatory, and Practical; Designed for both 
Pastors and People. 12mo, pp. 424. By Rev. Henry 
Cowlvs. New York: D. Appleton & Company. This 
work is very full as a commentary on the lesser 
prophetical books of the Bible. The author is an 
enthusiast in these particular studies, and his zeal 
is contagious. He has certainly succeeded in im- 
parting an interest to the investigation of this part 
of the Bible, which the general reader and student 
would not reach without such an intelligent and 
zealous guide, The notes give evidence of careful 
research, wide reading, and scholarly attainments. 
They are plain and accessible to the common Eng- 
lish reader—the author having had specially in 
view the wants of Bible-classes, and their teachers, 
“and indeed all those laymen and women who 
love the sacred Scriptures, and wish to know their 
full and precise meaning.” Of his studies the au- 
thor says, that the years spent on them have been 
to him a continual feast. Such a profusion of lite- 
rary and poetic beauties hus he found, and such a 
growing sense of the richness and fullness of these 
prophetic Scriptures, that it has been a luxury to 
his mind and soul all the way through, even though 
hislabors have been arduous. The volume is ac- 
companied by a dissertation on the criteria for dis- 
tinguishing in the prophetic life between things 
seen and done in vision only, and things done in 
fact, and also on two prominent millenial theories. 
With “Isaiah” and “ Jeremiah,” the present work 
forms a most valuable trio of commentarics on the 
pro phets,—works which, either singly or together, 
should be in every pastor’s and teacher's and Chris- 
tian’s library, where the means of purchasing are 
at command. 

THE REv. DR. WILLOUGHBY AND His WINE. 
16mo., 458 pp. By Mrs. Mary Spring Walker. New 
York: National Temperance Society and Publication 
House. This is a book of no ordinary character. 
Its authorship and its aim will command attention 
and hearing in circles that have not often been so 
pointedly addressed. Its arguments will not be 
dismissed, by candid minds, with an easy compla- 
cency—while its pleading facts, which address the 
sympathies,and move that which is truer to the 
truth than cold philosophy, will find sad responses 
in only too many aching hearts. The story,as will 
be guessed, attacks the drinking customs of Chris- 
tian people—from the pulpit down—and aims its 
polished shafts at all those who, in the holy name 
of religion,and armed with the Bibleitself,stand on 
the ramparts of Zion, defending the enemy who is 
all the while at work undermining her very foun- 
dations. The tone of the book is all that could be 
expected, even by the most exacting prejudice. It is 
fair and faithful to the truth. It is not a bitter 
tirade against the church, orthe ministry. On the 
contrary, it plainly and earnestly acknowledges 
that the ministry is the friend of morality and the 
great bulwark of practical virtue. It is not likely, 
indeed, that one moving in the very inner circles of 
all the sweet refinements and influences of minis- 
terial home and social life—whose great grand fa- 
ther, and grandfather, and father, and husband, 
with many of her kindred beside, have worthily 
borne, and do now bear, the sacred office, would pen 
@ line that was disrespectful to the ministry, or 
“join an unholy alliance against its defamers.” All 
the temptation lies the other way. The simple 
truth is told. There is no wild fanaticism, blind 
prcvjudice, or hateful bigotry. The under-current 
aim of the whole book is to impress this one belief, 
that if good men in thechurch, and over the church, 
are, even unconsciously, exerting an influence un- 
friendly to the cause of virtue, “truth demands 








that the church and the world should be admon- 
ished.” It is hardly necessary to add that thestory 
is of absorbing interest. To some it will be in 
many points a positive revelation. Its mission isa 
very useful one. Wecannot but commend it, Let 
itbe circulated freely. Introduce it into your libra- 
ries and households, and pray that its teachings 
may be blessed “ far as the curse is found.” 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF HEROD THE GREAT, as 
Connected Historically and Prophetically with the 
Coming of Christ, with Incidental Portraitures of 
Noted Personages of the Age. 12mo., pp. 395. By 
William M. Willett. New York: W. 2. Hul- 
lenbeck. We are glad to see this work, first pub- 
lished years ago, and deservedly popular, now re- 
produced before the Christian public. It is aseries 
of life-scenes of that age of the world immediately 
preceding the advent of our Saviour, The different 
characters in both sacred and profane history are 
made to pass in panoramic view before us, and to 
yield their lessons of instruction under the facile 
pen and glowing style of theauthor. The principal 
facts in the career of Herod are so interwoven and 
linked with great historic events bearing upon the 
Nativity of Christ, as to bring out in life-like dis- 
tinctness the wonderful meaning of God’s provi- 
dentia Jpreparation for the great draina of the In- 
carnation—the first step in the manifestation and 
accomplishment of man’s redemption. The aim of 
the author has been to show how God works in his- 
tory to accomplish the purposes of his grace; and 
how he makes even his enemies to do hissovereign 
pleasure. The text of this aim is suggested in the 
motto of the work taken from Pascal: ‘‘ How de- 
lightful it is to see with the eye of faith, Darius, 
Cyrus, Alexander, the Ceesars, Pompey,and Herod 
laboring unwittingly for the glory of the gospel!” 
The work is intensely interesting to the lover of 
history, and forms a valuable connecting link be- 
tween the Oldand New Testaments. It will make 
for Sabbath-school teachers and Christians a 
worthy link for the Life Scenes of the Old Testa- 
ment and the Four Gospels, by Chaplain Jones,—of 
which works, indeed, it is not unlike in its graphic 
style and living interest. The book is sold by sub- 
scription. 

ELEMENTS OF PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY; Together 
with a Treatise on the Physical Phenomena of the 
United States. Illustrated by 150 Engravings and 
13 copper-plate Maps, executed in the highest style 
of the art. By John Brocklesby, A. M. Philadel- 
phia: “4. H. Butler & Co. This isthe filth book of 
Mitchell’s New Series of School Geographies, 
which are noted for their scientific accuracy, 
fullness, and clearness of description and illustra- 
tion. It is designed primarily as a text-book for 
schools, academies, &c.; but it has a wider value— 
is a complete repository of facts that all need to 
know, and should be at hand for reference in every 
intelligent home. Physical geography is one of the 
most interesting possible studies. It includes 
everything that relates to the forms and laws of 
organic life on our planet; treats of the structure 
and formation of the earth, its relation to the 
solar system; the atmosphere and its phenomena; 
the water and land systems; the laws of vegetable, 
animal and mineral life, their distribution, &c.; with 
descriptions of the wonders in nature, in conti- 
nents, islands, seas, mountains, rivers, volcanoes, 
earthquakes, watcrfalls, &c. The wonders of the 
Divine wisdom are here revealed in such numerous 
and striking forms as to impress every reverent 
mind, The author himself draws the constant at- 
tention of the reader and student to the truth that 
the entire mechanism of the globe, in all its parts 
anil systems, so exactly adapted to each other, and 
so beautifully harmonious in action, reveals in an 
infinite variety of ways the power, wisdom and 
goodness of the Almighty Designer, 

PROTESTANT GEMS OF THE PRAYER-BOOK. By 
Rev. J. P.easanton DuHamel. Philadelphia: Claz- 
ion, Remsen& Haffelfinger. A convenient and plea- 
sant arrangement of the chief beauties and excel- 
lencies in the faith and doctrine of the Protestant 
Episcopal church, as declared in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. The author designates them as 
“Gems,” and following out the pleasant conceit, 
has collectcd them in “clusters,’’ which he has set 
in a frame work of material partly original and 
partly selected. Some of the most precious of the 


Gems he has caused to be set in ornamental letters, 
and to be surrounded with illuminated borders, 








The book is handsomely printed on tinted paper, 
and bound in bevelled boards with red edges, and 
is creditable to its publishers. It makes a conve- 
nientand handsome little manual for members of 
the Episcopal communion, . 

SripyL Huntineron. By Mrs. Julia C. R. Dorr, 
New York: G. W. Carlefon. A purely domestic tale, 
somewhat after the fashion of the “ Wide-Wide 
World” books, but with less of the religious ele- 
ment, and with decidedly more vigor, point, and 
finish than most of the books of that famous series, 
The characters are clearly conceived and drawn 
with a firm hand, the incidents and situations are 
natural, yet put together with artistic skill, and 
the narrative flows on with a simplicity and ease 
suited to the character of the story. A singular 
purity of thought pervades the whole, nor is there 
wanting a quiet under-tone of true religious feel- 
ing. The volume is altogether one of the very best of 
its kind. 

THE ECLECTIC TREASURY; OR, BEST WORDS. An- 
gust. Vol.1, No.2, New York: N. Zibbals & Co. A 
repository of facts and illustrations of Scripture 
truths. Useful for pastors and Sunday-school 
teachers. $la year. 

LITHOGRAPH VF FLOWERS AND FRUITS. James 
Vick, the celebrated gardener and florist of Roches- 
ter, New York, has sent us his colored lithograph 
of fruits and flowers, It is tempting to look upon, 

PLYMOUTH PULPIT. No. 23, Vol. 2. New York: 
J. B. Ford & Co. Subject of Mr. Beecher’s ser- 
mon: “Loving and Hating.” l0centsa No. $8a 
year, 

THr Home MontHity. August. Vol. 7, No. 2 
Nashville, Tenn.: Southern Methodist Publishing 
House. Devoted to literature and religion, and 
conducted with considerable ability. $3 a year. 

MERRY’S MUSEUM. September. Boston: Horace 
B. Fuller. An illustrated magazine for boys and 
girls. The publishers offer to send it three months 
free to any one who wishes to examineit. $1.50. 


PATENT 
Portable Book-Case. 





Convenient, Cheap, Ornamental. 


HIS ADMIRABLE INVENTION is just the 
thing for Clergymen, Students, Professional 
Men and others who have to move from place to 
place and carry their books with them. In size it 
is 4 feet wide and 7% feet high, surmounted by an 
ornamental scroll, and containing 8 shelves, capa- 
ble of holding 250 volumes of the ordinary size, 
The sides of the case are in two pieces, hinged to- 
gether so that they can be folded to be packed, 
They as well as the mouldings on the front of each 
shelf, are of black walnut, and when the case is 
taken apart on moving day, the shelves are so ar- 
ranged that they form boxes for packing the books. 
Price $18. For sale by 
J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





ASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS 
and COMMITTEES on whom the labor of 
selecting Library Books usually devolves, are 
invited to read the advertisement on opposite 
page, entitled ‘* 4 Choice Collection.” 


ON TRIAL, FOR 50 CENTS. 

Pastors, Superintendents and other friends of the 
Sabbath-school have expressed a wish that The 
Sunday-School Times should visit their teachers 
until they become acquainted with the paper; as- 
sured that they will soon realize that an annual 
subscription is a good investment of 3 cents a week. 
We will send the paper Four MONTHS on ¢rial, in 
large or small quantities, at the rate of 50 cents per 
copy. Surely in no other way could teachers be 80 
greatly benefitted with sosmallan outlay of money. 
Publishers of 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


608 ARcH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Something New. 





AN ATTRACTIVE SERIES OF WALI TEXTS 
has recently been printed in bold letters, so plain 
that any child familiar with the alphabet can read 
them. Although very distinct, they are highly or- 
namental, and their cheapness will secure an in- 
troduction into many schools where the elabo- 
rately finished lithograph texts are considered too 
expensive. They are printed in colors, on heavy 
paper, 16 by 21 inches in size. 


The Texts are as follows: 


1.—‘‘ Stand up for Jesus.”’ 
2.—‘‘ We would see Jesus.”’ 
8.—‘‘ Ye Must be Born Again.” 
4,—‘* Now is the Accepted Time.” 
5.—“ Suffer Little Children to Come unto Me.” 
6.—‘‘ Search the Scriptures.” 
7—‘Come unto Me all ye that Labor and are 
heavy Laden and I will give you Rest.”’ 
8.—‘‘ Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Youth.” 
9.—‘‘God Bless our Sunday-School.” 
10.—‘‘ Feed My Lambs.”’ 
11.—‘‘ Come to Jesus.”’ 
12,—“‘ Hope Thou in God.” 





4a~ If twelve texts are ordered at one time, they 
will be sent by mail for $1.75. Single copies, 20 cts. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 


“THE VICTORY.”’ 


New Church Music Book. 


WE SHALL ISSUE 
Early in October, 
A New Collection of Church Music, 
ENTITLED 
ee 7 a ~ . 
THE VICTORY: 
comprising 400 or more large pages, mostly NEW 
MUSIC, particularly rich in every Ceparuneni. 
Price, Single Copy, $1.50; per Dozen, $13.50. 











A large proportion of the work was prepared by 
7M. B. BRADBURY, 
and it was his intention to publish it last yearif 
his life had been spared. We are confident that 
“THE VICTORY” 
will prove the finest collection of Metrical Tunes, 
Anthems, &c., that has been offered to the public 
by this well known author of “SHAWM,” “JUBILEE,”’ 
“KEY Notr,” &e. It will also contain a 
: ‘ ; ; seine 
Fine Steel Portrait of MR. BRADBURY. 

“THE VICTORY” will be edited by CHESTER G. 
ALLEN and Wm. F. SuErrwrn, both men of well 
known musical abilities. 

Choirs as well as Teaciiers in want of a new book, 
willdo welltoexamine — _ 

“THE VICTORY’ 
before purchasing. 

Until November 1, Clergymen, Choristers and 
Teachers will be supplied with a single copy for 
examination, on receipt of $1.25. The book to be 
Mailed, post-paid, as soon as published. 

BIGLOW & MAIN, PUBLISHERS, 
425 Broome St., N. Y. 
(Successors to WM. B. BRADBURY.) 


BLACKBOARD LESSONS, 


Illustrated. 





20 Cents. 
20 Cents. 
20 Cents. 
20 Cents, 
3 Cents. 


Teacher and Class No. 1, 
Teacher and Olass No- 2, 
Teacher and Class No. 3, 
Teacher and Class No. &, 
How We are Saved, 

These are the only publications with which we 
are acquainted, devoted specially to the subject of 
Blackboard delineation for Sabbath-schools. 

4@ A set of the above sent by mail, post-paid, 
for 87 cents, J. C. GARRIGUES «& CO., 

608 Arch Streel, !’..iladelphia. 





A Choice Collection, 


Including none but the very best books for Sabbath- 
School Libraries, carefully selected by the conduc- 
tors of The Sunday-School Times, after a thorough 
examination of the various publications, from the 
following houses: 


American Sunday-School Union. 
Robert Carter & Brothers. 
American Tract Society, Boston. 
Tomlinson Brothers. 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
Congregational S. S.and Publishing Society. 
A.D. F. Randolph & Co. 
H. B. Nims & Co. 
American LBuptist Publication Society. 
Methodist Book Concern. 
Henry Hoyt. 
Bridgman & Childs. 
Presbyterian Publication Committee. 
Henry A. Young & Co. 
Harper & Brothers. 
J. W. McIntyre. 
American Tract Society, New York. 
Perkinpine & Higgins. 
Gould & Lincoln. 
J. N. Clarke. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
D. Lothrop & Co. 
J. P. Skelly & Oo. 
Pott & Amery. 
National Temperance Society. 
Andrew F. Graves. 
Alfred Martien. 
M. W. Dodd. 
Reformed Church Publication Board. 
Protestant Episcopal Society. 
Duffield Ashmead. 
Howard Challen. 
Evangelical Knowledge Society. 
Imutheran Publication Society. 
J. C. Garrigues & Co. 


The advantages secured by schools sending their 
orders to us, and submitting the selections to our 
judgment, are: 
1st.— All books of an aimless or light and trifling 
character are avoided. 

2nd.—No volume is admitted that does not con- 
tain religious and moral truth. 

3rd.—Dull books that would be useless lumber in 
any library are excluded. 

4th.—__Nothing inappropriate for reading on the 
Lord's Day is admitted. 


5th.—Books containing a discussion of doctrinal 


questions not included, unless requested. 
6th.—The excellence of every volume tis guaran- 
teed to all our purchasers. 


43° We also furnish, besides our SELECT LIBRARY 
Books, any other publications in the market that 
may be ordered by our patrons. 

Correspondence is cordially solicited from schools 
of all denominations, and all orders meet with 
prompt attention. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CoO., 
GOS ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


LIVING QUESTIONS OF THE AGE. 
A Book for Every Library. 
By Rev. J. B. WALKER, D. D., 
Author of 
“THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE PLAN OF SALVATION,’ &¢, 
Designed to meet the floating, bewildering skep- 
ticism of the times. Full of unanswerable argu- 


ments. 12mo, 390 pages. Sent by mailfor $1.50, retail 
pice. J. N. CLARKE, Publisher, Chicago, Ill. 





THE BIBLE 


EDUCATING POWER 
AMONG THE NATIONS. - 


BY JOHN 8S. HART, LL. D. 





A most excellent little Book, containing rich 
gems of thought, illustrative of the powerful influ- 
ence of the Bible in moulding the character of Na- 
tions, as well as individuals. It is a very appro- 
priate Book for circulation among the members of 
Bible-classes. We append a notice received: 


““We have read it with much pleasure, Its style 
is very chaste and forcible, as is that of all the wri- 
tings emanating from the same source, Dr. Hart 
has the happy art of grasping truth at its strong 
points, and wey it 7. to the reader in a clear 
and unmistakable light. The subject treated in the 
present volume is one of the highest possible inte- 
rest, and it is handled with peculiar ability. A 
work like this should be extens: vely circulated and 
generally read. It cannot fail to do good.’’—Ger- 
man Reformed Messenger. 


Single copies sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt 
of 25 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
Publishers and Booksellers, 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 





Two Great Musie-Books, for the Million. 


THE CASKET COMPLETE, 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Being “Caskets No. 1 and No. 2,” consolidated and 
consecutively paged, with but one title-page and a 
general index, thus making room for several new 
pieces and other improvements, is now offered in 
its permanent form, COMPLETE, 288 pages, in sub- 
stantial board covers, at the unprecedentedly low 
price of 45 cents each, or $35 per hundred, The 
additional pieces not found in either No. lor No. 2, 
are alone worth the price of the book. 

CASKETS No. 1 and No.2 will be bound separately, 
as heretofore, at 35c each; $30 per 100. 


THE PILGRIM’S HARP, 


For Social Religious Worship and 
Congregational Singing. 


It isa 1l2moin size, 224 pp., containing 261 tunes, 
and nearly 400 hymns. Price, in Muslin, 60 Cents ; 
S86 Per Dozen. Bound to order in full Sheep, for 
«lepel or Vestry use, $65 Per Hundred. In board 
cucers, 45 cents each; $4 Per Dozen. 

Asa Hull, Author and Publisher, 
" 40 S. Bléventh Street, Philadelphia. 

Sample copies of either of the Books mailed on 
receipt of retail price. 











Appropriate for Anniversaries. 


‘ QUTSIDE THE GATE.” 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


“THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS.” 


BY MRS. MARY BAYARD CLARKE. 





These are two of the most beautiful of modern 
hymns; the sentiment being pure and good, just 
such as should be welcomed in every Sunday- 
school. 
generally acceptable. 


100 Sheets with the Musi, - - - - - $1.00 
Samples sent on receipt of a stamp for postage. 
J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA, 





sar EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 
Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders, It willlast from year to year. Price $1; 
by mail, $1.20. 





We are confident they will both prove | 
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Unabridged Report. 


The Only Source from which the Entire 
Proceedings can be obtained. 


THIRD NATIONAL 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION, 


UNITED STATES, 


Paper Covers 50 cts. Fine Cloth $1. 














The Full Phonographic Report of that intensely 
interesting gathering is the most important Docu- 
ment of its kind that has ever been published. It 
contains addresses from some of the ablest and 
foremost minds of the Meant on subjects of 

reatest interest to all Sabbath-school workers, 

mong the names of those who addressed the Con- 
vention are the following: 


Rev. STEPHEN H. TYNG, D.D., New York. 

Rev. JOHN HALL, D.D., formerly of Dublin. 

Rev. HENRY WARD BEECHER, Brooklyn. 

Rev. JESSE T. PECK, D.D., Albany, N. Y. 

Rev. F. H. MARLING, Toronto, Canada. 

Rev. H. C. FISH, D.D., Newark, N. J. 

Rev. S. H. TYNG, Jr., New York. 

Rev. THOMAS 8TRADLEY, North Carolina. 

Rev. J. H. VINCENT, New York. 

Rev. EDWARD EGGLESTON, Chicago. 

Rev. H. C. TRUMBULL, Hartford, Conn. 

Rev. WM. J. R. TAYLOR, D.D., New York. 

Rev. ALEX. SUTHERLAND, Yorkville, Canada. 

Rev. JOHN McCULLAGH, Henderson, Ky. 

Rev. CHARLES E. KNOX, Bloomfield, N. J. 

Rev. JOEL PARKER, D.D., Newark, N. J. 

Rev. ERWIN HOUSE, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Rev. R. M. HENRY, Ireland. 

Rev. J. SPENCER KENNARD, Philadelphia. 

Rev. J. M. FREEMAN, Jersey City, N. J. 

Rev. GEORGE A. PELTZ, Philadelphia. 

Rev. GRIFFITH OWEN, Baltimore. 

Rev. ALFRED TAYLOR, Philadelphia. 

Rev. C. R. ROSS, Charlottesville, Va. 

Hon. JOHN HILL, New Jersey. 

Hon. F. T. FRELINGHUYSEN, New Jersey. 

Hon. THEODORE RUNYON, Newark, N. J. 

Hon. ALBERT WOODRUFF, Brooklyn. 

Col. JOHN W. RAY, Indianapolis, Indiana, 

Col. MORGAN L. SMITH, Texas. 

Mrs. JEANNETTE P. HEATH, Kansas. 
GEORGE H. STUART, Philadelphia. 
RALPH WELLS, New York. 

WM. REYNOLDS, Peoria, Il. 
JAMES H. KELLOGG, Troy, N. Y. 
WM. H. SUTTON, Jersey City, N. J. 
ROBERT MACKENZIE, Scotland. 
DAVID A. BURR, Washington, D. C. 
ALEX. G. TYNG, Peoria, Il. 
LUCIUS HART, New York. 
CORNELIUS CURTIS, Florida, 
WM. A. WISONG, Baltimore. 
CHARLES M. MORTON, Chicago. 
GEO. H. McILVAINE, Peoria, Ill. 
H. THANE MILLER, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
WM. C. CHAPIN, Lawrence, Mass. 
O. B. DOUGLAS, Brattleboro’, Vt. 
CHAPLAIN McCABE, Ohio, 
ALDEN BAKER, Gardiner, Maine. 
B. F. JACOBS, Chicago. 

E. D. JONES, St. Louis. 

AMOS SHINKLE, Kentucky. 

H. C. SIGLER, Osceo!a, Iowa, 

WM. H. BYRON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
J. BENNET TYLER, New York. 

A. D. MATTHEWS, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
WM. I. FLETCHER, Connecticut. 


Besides others from different parts of the country. 
In addition to the addresses is a list of the Dele- 

ates in attendance at the Convention, and a 

ketch of the lifeot R, G. Pardee, with an excellent 
Portrait. The Pamphlet embraces 201 octavo pages, 
and is the most thorough Report of its kind ever 
attempted. Every Superintendent, Teacher and 
other triend of the cause ought to possess the rich 
material it contains. 

Single copies by mail on receipt of price, 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





NEW REWARD CARDS. 


ARTISTICALLY DESIGNED— 
BEAUTIFULLLY PRINTED. 








We welcome this addition to our list of Sabbath- 
school cards, because they are such as cannot fail to 
awaken and instruct the young, for whom they are 
intended: 

A—Good Counsel Cards, 6 varieties, 85c 
B—Sunday-School Gems, No.1. 6 varieties 35c¢ 
C—Tokens of Merit. 8 ” 25c 
D—Sunday-School Rewards, No. 1. 10 varieties, 35c 


E—Sunday-School Rewards, No. 2. 10 35c 
F—Sunday-School Premiums, No.l. 10 “ 85¢ 
G—Bible Precepts, No. 1. 10 “ 15¢ 
H—Bible Precepts, No. 2. 10 ™ 20¢ 
I—Illuminated Bible Texts, No. 1. 12 30c 
J—Illuminated Bible Texts, No.2 12 - 30c 
K—Bible Selections, No.1. 12 ” 25¢ 
L—Bible Selections, No. 2, 12 25¢ 
M—Life of St. Paul, colored. 12 a 50c 
N—Life of St. Paul, plain. 12 “ 25¢ 
O—Curious Bible Questions, No.1. 12 7" 25¢ 
P—Curious Bible Questions, No.2, 12 ss 25c 
Q—Ten Commandments, 10 . lie 
R—Ornamental Crosses, colored. 8 aie 50c 
S—Ornamental Crosses, plain. 8 = 25¢ 
T—Maxim Rewards, 10 15¢ 
U—Golden Maxims, 10 ” 30c 


Any number of packages will be sent by mail, on 
receipt of the prices given. In sending an order, 
please give the initial letter printed at the left hand 
side of the title, to avoid all errors that might occur 
in undertaking to copy the names which appear on 
the outside of the envelopes in which they are put 
up. 

4@- Furnished in large or small quantities by 

J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 


Philadelphia. 


SCRIPTURE SCENES 


FOR THE 


abbath- Fychool, 








Exceedingly appropriate for Infant-Schools, 
beautiful for adorning the walls of the 
school-room, and very useful in giving 
Bible instruction. 
81zz, 13 By 18 INCHES. $6 PER DozEn, 





The Good Samaritan. 
The. ProdigaVs Resolve. 
The Pharisee and Publican. 
The Apostle Paul at Athens. 
Announcement to the Shepherds. 


Timothy Taught the Scriptures. 
The Enemy Sowing Tares. 
The Prodigal’’s Return. 
The Wise and Foolish Virgins. 
The Man without the Wedding Garment. 
Ananias and Sapphira. 


Peter and John Healing the Lame Man. 





These illustrations of eventful Bible-Scenes are 
exquisite specimens of printing in colors. These 
pictures sent by mail on receipt of price. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia. 





PIANOS, MELODEONS AND ORGANS. 


Prices greatly reduced for cash. New 7-Octave 
Pianos of first-class makers for $275 and upward, 
New Cabinet Organs for $45 and upward. Second- 
hand instruments trom #10 to $175. Monthly install- 
ments recvived and instruments for rent. Ware- 
rooms No, 451 Broadway, N.Y. HORACE WATERS. 
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TOKEN FOR TEACHERS, 


This _ is a little four-page leaflet, prepared pb 
R. G. PARDEE, containing some brief and useful 
hints for the Sunday-school teacher. It is intended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, tle Church and the 
Community to the true worker intheSunday-school] 
vineyard. It also embraces some valuable principleg 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a g 
teacner, Many ye ee by by terol we have no doubt 
would like to distribute itin theirschools. Packages 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents, 


THE FAVORITES! 


The strongest proof of the popularity of ourSunday- 
school Singing Books is the number sold. 


“BRIGHT JEWELS, 


(Nearly all new Music and Words,) 


100,000 Sold in Three Months. 


Send 25 Cents for a Specimen. 


“FRESH LAURELS,” 
500,000 Sold in Two Years! 











“GOLDEN CHAIN,” “SHOWER,” “CENSER,” 
“GOLDEN TRIO,” and “CLARIONA,” are still the 
old standards, and never fail to satisfy all who use 
them. 4@ Sold by Booksellers generally. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, New York, 


(Successors to Wa. B. BRADBURY.) 


THE TEACHER’S CROWN. 


A beautiful little tract for Teachers that should 
be extensively circulated. Proper size for enclo- 
sure inaletter. Price 36 cents adozen. Send two 
3 cent stamps for sample by mail. 

J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, 


sa-—— LIBRARIANS ——“@a 


Wishing to economize both time and labor, should 
examine the “Check System Library Register,” 
now in use in Twelve Hundred Schools. Send stamp 
for a description to the publishers of this paper. 














THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, it is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

/Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken, 

Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance, 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures, 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides, 

@ Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done. 

lt letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers. 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 











